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THE 



OF 

JOHN BULL AND BROTHER JONATHAN. 



CHAP. L 

How Squire Bull quarrelled with hit 
youngest Son, Brother Jonathan, and 
forced him out in the woods; and how 
the Squire, when Jonathan had cleared 
away the woods, grew to be very fond of 
him, and undertook to pick his pockets, 
btU got handsomely rib^roasted for his 
pains. 

JOHN BULL was a choleric old felloe, 
who held a good manor in the middle 
of a great mill-pond, and which, bjr reason 
of its being anite surrounded by water, was 
generally called Bullock Island. Bull ^s 
an ingenious man, an exceeding eood black- 
smith, a dexterous cutler, and a notable 
weaver, and pot baker besides. He also 
brewed capitd porter, ale, and small beer, 
and was, in fact, a sort of jack of all 
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trades, and good at each. In addition to 
these, he was a good hearty fellow, an ex- 
cellent bottle companion, and a generous, 
brave, hospitable old lad, as ever lived. 

But what tarnished all these excellent 
qualities, was a devilish quarrelsome, 
overbearing disj^osition, which was always 
getting him into some scrape or other. 
The truth is, he never heard of a quarrel 

Soing on among his neighbours, but his 
ngers itched to be in the thickest of them; 
so that he was hardly ever seen without a 
broken head, a black eye, or a bloody Aose. 
Such was Souire Bull, as he was com- 
monly callea by the country people his 
neighbours — one of tiiose jolly, generous, 
t^sty, odd sort of old fellows, that every 
body likes with all their faults. 

The Squire waid as tight a hand to deal 
with in doors as out; sometimes treating 
his family as if they were not the same 
flesh and blood, when they happened to 
differ with him in certain matters. One 
day he got into a dispute with hid rotlng- 
^st s0n, Jonathan, who was familiarly call- 
ed BnoTHEit JoiTATfiAN, about whether 
churches ought to be called churches or 
meeting-houses; and whether steeples were 
n'ot an abomination. The Squire, either 
having the worst of the atfument^ or being 
naturally impatient of contradiction, (I 



d by Google 



d by Google 



Urctkerjenathen clearino Iht yewLanJ^. 



Digitized by Google 



can't tell which,) fell into a great paMion, 
and swore he would physic such notions 
out of the boy's noddle. So he went to 
some of his aoctors^ and got them to draw 
up a prescription, made up of thirty-nine 
different articles^ many of ihem bitter 
enough to some palates. This he tried to 
make Jonathan swallow, and finding he 
made villanous wry faces, and would not 
do it, fell upon him an3 beat him like fury. 
After this, he made the house so disagreea- 
ble to him, that Jonathan, though as hard 
as a pine knot, and as tough as leather, 
could bear it no longer. Taking his gun 
and his axe, he put himself in a boat, and 
paddled over the mill-pond to some new 
lands belonging to the Squire, intending to 
settle them, and build a meeting-house 
without a steeple, as soon as he grew rich 
enoush. 

When he got over, Jonathan found that 
the land was quite in a state of nature, 
covered with wood, and inhabited by no- 
body but wild beasts. But being a lad of 
mettle, he took his axe on one shoulder and 
his gun on the other, marched into the 
thickest of the wood, and, clearing a place, 
built a log hut Pursuing his labours, and 
handlins his axe like a notable woodman, 
he in a few years cleared the land, which 
he laid out into thirteen good farmsy and 

A 2 
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biitldiog him a fine frame house, began to 
be quite snug and comfortable. 

But Squire Bull, who was getting old 
and sttn^, and besides, was in g^reat want 
of money, on account of his having lately 
been made to pay swinging damages for 
assaulting his neighbours, and breaking 
their heads-*-4he Squire, I say, finding Jo- 
nathan was getting well to do in the world, 
began to be very much troubled about his 
welfare: so he demanded that Jonathan 
should pay him a good rent for the land 
which he had cleared and made good for 
something. He trumped up, I know not 
•what claim against him, ana under differ- 
ent pretences managed to pocket all Jona- 
than's honest grains. In fact, the poor lad 
had not a shilling left for holiday occasions; 
and had it. not been for the filial respect 
he felt for the old man, he would certainly 
have refused to submit to such impositions. 

But fbr all this, in a little time, Jona- 
than grew up to be very large of his age; 
and became a tall, stout, double-jointed, 
broad-footed cub of a fellow, awkward in 
his gait, and simple in his appearance; but 
showing a lively, shrewd look, and having 
the promise of great strength when he 
should get his full erowth. He was rather 
an odd looking chap, in truth, and had 
many queer ways; but every body that had 
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•een John Bull, saw a great likeness be^ 
tween tbem, and swore he was John's 
own boy, and a trne chip of the old block. 
Like ^e old Squire, he was apt to be blus^ 
tering and saiicj, but in the main, was a 
peaceable sort of careless fellow, that would 
quarrel with nobody, if jou only let him , 
alone. He used to dress in homespun trow- 1 w 
aers with a huffe bagging seat, which seem- ' ^ 
ed to hare noting in it. This made peo* \ 
pie to say he had no bottom^ but whoever ^ 
said so lied, as they found to their cost 
whenever they put Jonathan in a passion. 
He always wore a short linsey woolsey 
coat, that did not above half cover his 
breech, and the sleeves of which were so 
short, that his hand and wrist came out|/^„. 
beyond them, looking like a shoulder oft ^' > 
mutton. All which was in consequence of 
his growing so fast that he outgrew his 
clothes. 

While Jonathan was outgrowing his 
strength in this way. Bull kept on picking 
his pockets of every penny he could scrape 
together; till at last, one day when the 
Squire was even more than usually pressine 
in his demands, which he accompanied with 
threats, Jonathan started up in a furious 
passion, and threw the Tea Keitle at the 
old man's head. The choleric Bull was 
hereupon exceedingly enraged at this ap- 
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plication of the tea-kettle; and after call- 
mff the poor lad an undutifnU ungrateful, 
rebellious rascal, seized him by the collar, 
and forthwith a furious scuffle ensued. Ttiis 
lasted a long time; for the Squire, though 

/in years, was a capital boxer, and of most 

I excellent bottom. At last, however, Jona- 
than got him under, and before he would 
let him up, made him sign a paper giving 
up all claim to the farms, and aCKnowledg- 

\ ing the fee-simple to be in Jonathan for- 

' ever. 



CHAP. II. 

Haw Jonathan made good tlie old sayings 
that a man donU know when he is well 
off^ and got married. 



i 



As soon as Jonathan had thus as it were 
disinherited his father, and set up for him- 
self, he, like other youns fellows just out 
of leading strings, tiiou^t it high time to 
get a wife. So he got himself an excellent 
one from among the tenants, by whose aid 
he prospered exceedingly. But when old 
Mrs. Bull, Squire Bull's wife, of whom I 
shall sneak more anon, heard that Jonathan 
had taKen to himself a helpmate, without 



d by Google 



9 

asking her consent, she flew into a great 
]>assion, and scolded roundly, lliis ma- 
dam, though Jonathan's own mother, never 
much lik^ the poor fellow, and it was all 
along of her advice tiiat Squire Bull 
kept the lad so short of money; for Mrs. 
Bull used to insigt upon it that young boys 
should never be allowed any pocket mo- 
ney, it only led them into mischief and 
bad company. 

As soon as she found out Jonathan's 
marriage, she went to Squire Bull, and 
talked away just as old women are used to 
do to their husbands. She told Bull the 
poor stripline would be ruined by his wife» 
who was a low-bred, impertinent minx, 
that nobody knew. ** I tell thee, John,'' 
quoth madam, <* that this poor silly fellow 
is no more fit to marry than the child un- 
born, and will come to naught as sure as 
you are alire, if you don't take means to 
get him out of the hands of this little up- 
start, ill-bred, ille^timate minx." All 
this while the Squire would be walking 
a^out, with his hands in his waistcoat pock- 
ets, and his head drooping on one side, 
whistling as people do when they don't 
know what to say. 

Then the old lady would put on her hat 
and cloak, sally forth among the gossips of 
the neighhournood, and complain of this 
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daughter-in-law. She would turn up her 
nose at her, and declare she would never 
acknowledge her, not she— a good for no- 
thing impudent hussy, to thrust herself in- 
to so respectable a familj as Squire Bull's. 
^*For my part," exclaimed she, **I shan't 
take the least notice of her, not I— -as they 
have brewed so they must bake; as they 
make the bed so they must lie in it;" to- 
gether with a number of other equally wise 
sayings. Then she tried to persuade the > 
neighbours not to visit Mrs. Jonathan, and 
absolutely quarrelled with several of them 
for acknowledging her as Jonathan's wife. 
As to Mrs. Jonathan she was not much 
behindhand with old Mrs. Bull, and when 
she heard of the old lady's giving herself 
such hieh flights, would put arms akimbo 
and exclaim, *^ Marry come up! I wonder 
forsooth who Mrs. Bull is— a mighty great 
madam, to be sure, to give herself such 
..jitaj Why, it is but the other day that 
\ ; old Oliver What-d'ye-callum, kicked her 
j rump for her, and turned her out of Squire 
jJBuU's house in a jifiy . In good truth, ma7 
dam, my lady mother had better look at 
home and mind her own affairs, I can tell 
her that." 

But what provoked old Mrs. Bull more 
than any thins else, was, that her daugh- 
ter-in-rlaw usea to dress just like the old 
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lady, and imitate her on all occasions, in* 
somuch that people would say that Mrs. 
Jonathan was very much like her mother- 
in-law^ and, considering her education, be- 
haved herself quite like a lad j. 

These family disturbances used to annoy 
Jonathan notalittlei but, however, he found 
great reason to be satisfied with his wife, 
who turned out to be a very notable wo- 
man, and right thrifty housekeeper, so that 
when she died, she left behind ner, amone 
the tenants, an excellent name, though old 
Mrs. Bull could never bear to hear her 
mentioned. By her advice and assistance, 
Jonathan prospered in all his affairs; his 
farms grew more valuable every year]; the 
number of his tenants increased rapidly, 
and so successful was he in all his specu- 
lations, that the old neighbours prophesied 
if Jonathan lived to be an old man, he would 
be one of the richest of his day. ^ 

In a little time the tenants began to build : 
a great many boats, to carry their grain to * 
different parts of the great mill-pond, inso- " 
much that you could hardly eo into any 
part of it without meeting tnem. This _ 
made Squire Bull not a little jealous, for "^ 
he was the greatest boatman that ever was I 
known, and could not bear to see Brother ^ 
Jonathan, whom in his cups he called a 
rebellious rascal^ prosper so handsomely in J 
his affiiirs. 
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But young Jonathan went on steadilr, 
without troubling himself about his neign- 
bours' business; and by dint of regular liv- 
ing, plain diet, and wholesome exercise, 
daily acquired strength, until at last fa^ 
grew so stout, that though he did not know 
much about boxing or cudgel-playing, he 
was able to wrestle a fall with any lad of 
his a^e in all the neighbourhood. Still you 
^ could see he had not come to half his 
strength as yet, and 4hat wheti^his sinews 
were a little hardened, and his joints 
\ stronger knit, we be to the blockhead that 
[should wantonly (urovoke him to raise his 
fist, for it would come down Uke unto a 
I sledge hammer. 



CHAP. III. 

How Squire John got a flea in Ms ear, find 
r how hia fingers itched to get the whok 
^ mill-pond tmder his thmnb. 

Aftbh this great quarrel John Bull aad 
Brother Jonat&n continued on speaking 
terms, and seemed quite reconciled; but it 
was all grimaoe on the 8quire's j^"^ fr«^ 
he could never forgive poor Jonathan, [far 
making him give .up the farms in the y^n 
he did. jBut Jonathan^ though in the #cu£- 
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fle wiih Ball he had got aome scratches, ' 
the scars of which rematoed a long time, I 
verily believe felt many jeMrtiings of affec- 
tion for his old dad, and if he had been 
treated with any sort of fatherly kindness, 
weuld have loved him with all his heart. ' 
Tet the old fellow never missed a chance 
nit doing Jonathan an ill turn, an^ wher- 
ever he met him, would be biting his thumb, 
and snapping his finsers at him. All which 
Jonathan put up with on account of the re- / 
spect he still could not help feeling for the 
father that begat him.* In his heart he 
made all sorts of excuses for him, consider- 
ing he was old, infirm, and almost in hisi " 
dota£;e. *^ 

The Squire, by reason of his living on an 
island, kept a great parcel of boats, to ply 
to and aeain to different parts of the great 
mill-pond, which was a good many leagues 
about, and where he sent vast quantities of 
his Macksmith'f work, and excellent por- 
ter* By thia mMns his tenants grew to be 
exceeding expert boatmen, and would ven- 
ture out at all times, let the wind blow ev- 
er so hard, 

John, instead of being satisfied with this, 
was every now Mid then ripping up an old 
clum, which, if his ancestors ever enjoyed, 
had been given up long before. The foun* 
dation of we claim was this: It seem&some 

B ^ 
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of the Bull family being great boasters in 
their cups, used now and then to pretend^ 
that because they had the greatest number 
of boats, they ought to be lords of the mill- 
pond, which they swore was part of the 
manor of Bullock. 

This notion took highly among their te- 
nants, but the neighbours only laughed at 
it till one of these doughty fellows went 
out upon the mill-pond, and undertook to 
make them all pull off their hats, as a sort 
of compliment for his great good nature in 
letting them sail their boats there. Then 
they thought the joke was ^oing too far, 
and great disputes were carried on for ma- 
ny years. At last this old fellow got his 
bitters^ for chancing one day to meet an 
old neighbour of his, one Mynheer Van 
Tromp, a great fisherman, catching her- 
rings, he swore he should pull off his hat, 
or else push off and not fish any more. 
Mynheer Van Tromp smoked on, without 
taKing any notice, upon which John Bull's 
ancestor undertook to lay hold of his hat 
to pull it off, but Van Tromp, without tak- 
ing his pipe out of his mouth, gave him such 
a pat on the head with his paddle, that he 
was glad enough to let Mynheer's broad 
brim alone after that. But for all this, the 
Bulls would now and then, whenever th*y 
could doit safely, revive these pretensions. 



d by Google 



r-^ 



,y Google 



Digitized by Google 



15 

which ther never could be broneht to give 
up until thej were fairly cudgelled out of 
them by the neighbours. Whenever this 
happened, they always took care to reserve 
the right, as they called it, thoueh they 
gave up the exercise of it, and if the least 
pretence offered, would be at their old ca- 
pers again. 

John Bull, the subject of our history, by 
reason of his being troubled with a lack of 
understanding, was o^iged to trust his bu- 
ftiness. altogether to a parcel of hireling 
servants, who, as ^ always the case, man- 
aged to cheat him out of the profits of his 
nuinor, until at last he grew c^uite poor, and 
lived pretty much by t^rrowm^, and other 
shifts . The Sauire was not a little nettled 
at this, and forthwith ordered them to make 
out their accounts to see how matters stood. 
These cunning varlets were not a little 
frightened at being brought to a reckoning, 
but they soon devised a scheme to hum John 
a little. This was no other than persuad- 
ing the poor noddy that the great amount 
of his debts was a proof of his great riches. 
This was a little too deep for Bull's sound- 
ing-line, but when a man does not know 
his own business, it is absolutely necessa- 
ry that he should believe in somebody, and 
so, the Squire shrugged up his shoulders, 
and said, << I suppose it must be so, and 
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all that sort of thing — but haag me if I can 
make it out." 

But tbeae false itkgues, knowing that the 
truth must come out at last, because John 
was even obliged to borrow money of his 
tenants in order to fiay them their own in- 
terest, and that he must fail unless his bu- 
siness increased greatly, did put it into his 
head ito get all the busines of the mill-pond 
into his owaiiaaMls, under the old pretence 
that the whole of it behni^ed to him, and 
that he had all aUng permitted the neigh- 
bomrs to use it out «f niB own good will. 

This was tic^Hng John just where he lik- 
ed it^ but he had some how or other, I 
donH know how, managed to ^et among 
his tenants the character of a mighty hon- 
est fellow, and he knew if he lo^ this, by- 
being too barefaced in his injustice towards 
kis neighbours, die tenants would not lend 
him any more money. It was therefore 
proper, in order to keep up his good name, 
to nnd out some cunning pretext by vMck 
he mi^t satisfy the tenants, and quiet his 
own conscience. The Squire belonged to 
that class of honesty, which scruples much 
less at doing wrong, than in being found 
out To such folks a poor excuse is bet- 
ter than none, and luckily while they were 
casting about in great perplexitv^, John's 
great enemy and rival, Beau Napperty, 
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helped him to one of the neatest in the 
world. It is proper to say a few words of 
this Beau, who will act no small part in 
this renowned history. 



CHAP. IV. 

Of Beau Napperty; and what sort of a 
chap he was. 

It is not worth while to tell how old 
Lewis Baboon, an honest fellow enough, 
was killed by his tenants in a drunken 
frolic; and how his neighbour, Squire Bull, 
with one Fred Brandenberger^ and the old 
President of the College^ first made believe 
they wanted to get it back for his heirs, and 
then began to carve it out among them- 
selves. Fred and the old President did 
not care two coppers for the Baboons, but 
took sides with John, because he supplied 
them with spending money, paid their 
scores wherever they went, and tickled 
their vanity, by patting them on the back, 
and calling them the deliverers of the neiffh- 
bourhood. This was the way with John, 
who always paid the piper, let who would 
dance. 

It IS well known that these three fel- 
B S 
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lows, in trying to get each a slice of the 
manor of Frogmore, as that of the Baboons^ 
was called^ got their fingers burned to a 
blister, and were glad enough to get home 
as well as they could, especially when lit- 
tle Beau Napperty took up the cudgel. 

Beau Napperty, as I have heard say, was 
called Beau, because he was noted for lay- 
ing out all the money he could rake and 
scrape together, upon his back. He lived 

^upon soup, and dressed like a little king, 
so that, though he was as fine as Cufiy, he 
was as poor as Job's turkey. He strutted 

Hbout in a big cocked hat, so out of size, 
that people, when they saw him, instead of 
saying, yonder is Beau Napperty with his 
cocked hat on, used to cry out, here comes 
the cocked hat with Beau Napperty under 
it In this hat he stuck & three-coloured 
cockade, as large as a cauliflower, and a 
three-coloured father higher than all the 
rest of him put together; so that when the 
wind blew, he was like a hen with a great 
top knot, and had much ado to keep him- 
self from capsizing. Then his blue coat 
was all over bedizened with copper laee^ 
which he said was gold, and his sword of 
such an everlasting length, that every bod^ 
wondered how the plague he could drag it 
along. In fact, people who could see a 
great way into a millstone, prophesied that 
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he wmild soon wear himself out in trailing] 
this unwieldy toasting iron after him. But 
vdth M this show of gold lace, he was 
known to be a poor shoat; and it was a 
storj among the neighbours, that he often 
strutted about with a ^reat chitterline " 
'Sticking out before; when, If the truth had 
been known, he hadn^t a shirt to his back. 
But what he prided himself most upon, was 
a great pinchbeck snuflf box, out of which 
he took snuff every half minute. 

This queer buck was withal, to give him 
his due, a fellow of great mettle, and 
would not turn his back upon the best man 
that ever stept. 

Beau Nappertj was born in a little scrub- 
by place near the great manor of Frog- 
more, in that lucky kind of obscurity, 
which has often given men an opportunity 
of passing themselves off for great gentle- 
men born, because nobody could contra- 
dict it. 

There being no schoolmasters therea- 
bouts, he was sent to an academy at Fro^- 
more, to learn his ABC, which he did m 
little more than a year, to the great won- 
der of his teacher. When quite a boy, he 
showed a 8;reat taste for soldiering, and 
would get himself a paper cocked hat, a 
wooden sword, and, tying an old tin ket- 
tle about his neck for a drum, march at the 
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head of tKe boys with a face as sober as if 
he had been a general. This made every 
body prognosticate, that if he had a good 
chance he would be a great drummer, when 
he got to be a big boy. Being, I suppose, 
puffed up by hearing these matters, he 
strutted about like a little turkey cock, 
turned up his nose at other boys, and be- 
haved so conceitedly, that his schoolfellows 
wished him at the old boy's. The only 
time he could be brought to join in their 
carryings on, was when they went to rob 
an orchaid, or steal watermelons; then his 
natural instinct got the better of his pride, 
and he was always foremost on the occa- 
sion. This cost him many a good beating; 
for being generally the rindeader in these 
affairs, he was the first called up: but this 
I will say for him, he never played false, 
but stuck to his accomplices like a man. 

As he grew up his pride outgrew his bo- 
dy at such a rate that people often won- 
dered how it could *hola it all. He was 
^'quite a youth, when old Lewis Baboon, 
. who it was said had paid the expenses of 
his schooling, was killed by his tenants, 
<who, by drinkins too miu^ brandy, had got 
as mad as March hares. In the confusion 
which followed. Beau Napperty took part 
^ith the tenants, humoured their pranks, 
talked like fury, flourished his great sword 
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like a madrnkn, fought like a bnli-dog*, and 
irjr keeping the tenants half drunk most of 
the time, at last got them to pass bj the 
family of Lewis Babo«n, which had held 
ihe manor of Fro^more several hundred 
years, and make him ^eir lord. 

After this he verified the old sayingv 
^* that if jou set a beegar on horseback 
hell Fi4e to the d*— 4;" lor he was tiie most 
troublesome, pernicious, quarrelsome little 
rascal in the world, and kept the whole j 
neigMMurhood 4n a complete uproar for/ 
man^years,by breaking down fences, ques- 
tioning boundaries, seizing boat% and even! 
sometimes burning bams and bmises. AlT 
this he did, as he said, because the Lord 
had sent him into the world for this ex* 
press purpose. 



CHAP. V. 

How Squire Bull took a violent liking to 
Leuns Baboon^ ((tfl^ A« was dead,) and 
in company with one Fred. Brandenber- 
ger^ and the old President of the College, 
set about getting tfu Manor of Frogmore 
for his heirsy as they said. 

Now after the death of Lewis Baboon, 
John Bull, who bitterly hated him and 
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his whole generation when alive, began to 
speak well of them, and to talk liiat it was 
a shame for this upstart fellow, Beau Nap- 
perty, to be suffered to hold the manor of 
Frogmore. In short, he worked himself 
up into a violent fit of compassion and ge- 
nerosity; insomuch that he determined to 
set about recovering this inheritance for 
his particular friends the Baboons, as he 
said. He forthwith went to work, and sent 
over whole boat-loads of his tenants, to 
join the tenants of Fred. Brandenberger, 
and the old President, both of whom agreed, 
from pure love of the Baboons, and of Bull's 
guineas, to help along the good old cause, 
as it was called. 

Before they sat out, however, these three 
wise fellows clubbed their brains together, 
and put up a public notice in divers places, 
calling upon Baboon's ancient tenants to 
rise up and kkk Beau Napperty out of the 
manor. They also set forth their long 
friendship and intimacy with old Lewis 
Baboon, who they swore was one of the 
best landlords that ever broke bread; and 
finally professed the greatest regard, not 
only tor the rights and welfare of the sood 
tenants of Frogmore, ^ut likewise of all 
the whole neighbourhood. 

Now this was a good one, for every body 
knew that Fred. Brandenberger and the 
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old President of the College cared no more 
for their own tenants, much less those of 
other people, than if thfey were so many 
beasts. True it is, these tenants were the 
greater part a set of ragged, dirty, mean- 
spirited rascals, who suffered their over- 
seers to kick and cuiF them about like dirt; 
and by dint of having their rents raised 
every quarter-day, their fields laid waste, 
and their sons taken oflf by recruiting par- 
ties, had become so miserably poor, that 
they were on the very verge of starvingr* 
It must however be confessed, that Bull's 
tenants were better off, though their rents 
were so high that they hardly knew which 
way to turn themselves to raise the money. 
In order to pay these rents, they were the^ 
greater part of them forced to live upon 
bread and cheese, and small beer. Yet 
for all this, they sung songs about roast 
beef: so that though their bellies were fill- 
ed with bread and cheese, and windy small i v S 
beer, their fancy teemed with sirloins of 
beef, which fancy was fully equivalent to 
the best meal in the world. They were \ 
also allowed the privilege of grumbline^ I 4 
provided they grumbled in reason, of whicn } 
John's attorney, one Vicary Gibbs, was to \ 
be the sole judge. '^ --j 

However, Brandenberger and the old 
President, who knew their tenants were 
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obliged to belie¥e juat what tbey pleased 
to tell them, went aiid pasted up on the 
gallows and whipping-posts^ that abound 
in their manors, an advertisement, calling 
upon them to come forth uid defend the'u: 
rights, properties, and the good otd cus- 
toms of the manor, against that quarrel- 
some fellow Beau Nappertj, the enemyf of 
right, the friend of wrong, the op|H'«ssor of 
his tenants, and the general disturber of 
the whole neighbourhood. Then in order 
that their tenants might be fuUj convineedb 
of their own happy condition, they sent 
round their overseers and bailiffs to tsket 
from the tenants what little thev had left, 
for the purpose, as they said, of being the 
better able to defend the remainder; and if 
thej refused^ to cudgel them into a proper 
estimation of their nghts and liberties^ 

The honest tenants wondered, as usnalti 
where these mighty blessings they were 
thus called upon to defend, were hid; and 
puzzled their heads to little purpose to< 
comprehend how the peace of the nei^^r 
bournood was to be preserved by setting, ii2 
together by the ears; but they soooi had 
their wits quickened by a proper applica- 
tion of chains and cudgels, uia at the^same 
time Bull's sturdy fellows were handsome- 
ly cheated into the matter by Mrs. Bull, 
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who was a great talker, and could almost 
make black appear the white of jour eye. 
As many battles and cudeellinff bouts 
will take place in the course ot this history, 
it may be just as well to explain how it 
happened that Bull and the rest of them 
did not now and then get clapt upjEptr thftse 
breaches of the. peace. \The truth of the If^^^** 
matter is, that John and the rest of the old \ i^^ 
landlords, though they always put the laws j 
in force against the tenants, paid special ^ 
little attention to any statute but that o£ 
club-law, and never abided by the opinioa 
of any justice, unless it was in their favour. 
They had, to be sure, a sort of a systenTof 
laws amon^ them; but nobody could ever 
tell what it was exactly, for they never 
could agree about it themselves. When- 
ever there was any dispute, it was mostly 
settled by a bruising-match, in which all 
the tenants took part; and the party that 
got beat was held to be in the wrong. The 
constables and justices, beine generally 
under the thumbs of the landlords, kept 
out of the way when there was goine to be 
a battle; and so it come to pass tiiat/an"\ 
their disputes were finally settled by thej 
great statue of club-law. 
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CHAP. VI. 

)f Mrs. Bull; and how she made good the 
old sayings that the gray mare is the best 
horse. 

It was an old practice in the Bull fami- 
r, that the young heir immediately on 
icceedin^ to the estate, should choose a 
ife. This custom, I have heard, origin- 
bed in a few pranks of the ancient Bulls, 
ho are known to have been some of them 
ery mischievous fellows, insomuch that 
ley were continually poaching about, and 
impering with the tenants' wives, some of 
horn got their virtue not a little singed. 
The manner of choosing John's helpmate 
this: The tenants are apprized that on 
ich a day they are to assemble together 
i select the Squire a wife, to take care of 
le interior of his house, and keep his back 
arm; and also to watch over the welfare 
f the tenants, as well as to give her bus- 
md good advice. The tenants accord- 
tgly meet together, and the first thing 
ley do is to get drunk as pipers, in order 
) be the better able to see clear. When 
lis ceremony is over, they give their 
>ices, some for one, and some for ano- 
ler, and she who has the most voices in j 
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her favour, is immediately put into a great 
chair, and carried about by the tenants 
with great rejoicing. After this, those 
who have had time to grow sober, all ^t 
drunk again, and then go home mightily 
tickled with their day's work. And this 
is always the way in which the wives of the 
Bull family are chosen. 

John Bull in his day had several wives, 
some of them no better than they should 
be, and one in particular, that fairly drove 
him out of his house, as may be seen by 
consulting the records of the manor. His 
present wife, though not such a termagant 
as some that he had, was yet one of the 
most extravagant hussies in the world, and 
spent John's money faster than he could 
earn it, a great deal. And then her cha- 
racter was not a little flyblown, for people 
did not scruple to say that Bull's overseers 
took great liberties when his back was 
turned, and in fact did pretty much as they 
pleased with her. 

Be this as it may, one of the first things 
this lady did, was to set about raising some 
money to pay the expense of turning out 
Beau Napperty, and restoring the Baboons 
to the manor of Frogmore; for as for Squire 
Bull, he could not ^t money to buy a pot 
of beer without asking his wife for it. 

In order to induce the tenants to come 
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out handsomelj, and consent to the raising 
of their rents, madam began to cry out 
rape and murder, as hard as she could; ^ 
and told them that Beau Napperty had a 
design to come over with a great parcel of 
boats, to burn their houses and barns, turn 
them all out of their farms, and pick their 
pockets handsomely besides. Now Bull's 
tenants have always been noted for swal- 
lowing whales, ana accordingly they were 
horribly affrighted when they heard what 
was coming to pass. They told madam to 
take away every thing tiiey had in the 
world, and moreover got together, armed 
with cudgels, broom-staffs, pitch-forks, and 
what not, determined to defend their emp- 
ty pockets to the last extremity, and pum- 
mel the Beau to his ^heart's content, if he 
offered to meddle with Madam Bull It 
was truly a laughable sight to see them pa- 
rading backwards and forwards along the 
beach, beating the water into a foam with 
their staffs, and insulting women and chil- 
dren most manfully, just like veteran sol- 
diers. 

When John saw himself so stronffl^ 
backed, he snapped his fingers, kissed his 
wife, who he swore was an honest wench, 
and considered the business as good as 
done. He had not the least doubt that in 
a little time his dear friends^ the Baboons, 
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would hold up their heads as high as he. 
Squire Bull, chose to let them. 



CHAP. VII. 

How Squire Bull sent over a party of his 
tenants to kill frogs in the great Bog- 
Meadow^ and how they caught a Tartar 
instead of a Bull Frog, 

Bull about this time had a tall, lank- sid- 
ed, sharp-nosed Overseer^ who always had 
his hair tied up in a long queue, and wore 
a pair of breeches that reached about to 
the middle of his tmee-panl He was 
thought by those whcTknew him best, to be 
an honest fellow, and a good friend to John; 
but a quarrelsome dog that loved a bout at 
cudgel-playing above all things, and hated 
Beau Napperty worse than Satan himself. 
To gratify this hatred, he did not care how 
much money he wasted, and as long as he 
could get at the tenants' coffers, by means 
of John's wife, who kept the keys, he did 
not care whether the Squire had money to 
pay his score or not. In the course of 4 
few years he ran poor John in debt up to 
his ear?, insomuch that it was, and is still 
supposed, that he will neVer be able to pay 
c2 
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a quarrter of it, if he was to live fifty years 
longer. 

This thunderbolt of a fellow, finding 
John one day in a humour to do a silly 
thing, put it into his wise head to play 
Beau Napperty a trick by sending some of 
his tenants across the mill-pond, to break 
down the fences, fill up the ditches, and 
burn the hay-stacks, in a large bog-mea- 
dow called Belgium^ from the portly bel- 
lies of the honest ditchers that had burrow- 
ed in the mud there. This place Beau 
Napperty had got into his possession, and 
by reason of its being low, and subject to 
overflowings, it abounded with fine large 
frogs, of which the Beau and his tenants 
were exceedingly fond. Now the cunnine 
overseer did persuade Squire Bull, that u 
he could only once get possession of this 
bog-meadow, the tenants of Frogmore 
would labour under such a scarcity of 
frogs, that as sure as a gun they would 
get into a passion and turn Beau Napper- 
ty out of the manor neck and heels. 

John thought this the very wisest plan 
he had ever heard of in the wnole course <rf 
his life. He forthwith swallowed a hose 
Ja gon of ^ aqi j ^l J^er^a Jiquor exceedingly 
•^potent iiL' ^Hp^ng a man's wits| rubbed 
his hands with great glee; put his fore fin^ 
ger to his nose with a most knowing bend 
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of his head towards the rights and then or- 
dered his son Fred, to be called. 

Fred, was a stout brawnj young fellow, 
originally intended for a parson, though I 
cannot learn that he ever preached, except 
over his liquor. Not liking a parson's 
life much, he enlisted in the army, and by 
dint of mounting guard a few times, wear- 
ing a great cocked hat and a red coat, 
swearing stoutly and drinking deeply, ac- 
^quired great experience, and rose to be a 
'i2!!l-X2lI2iSr ®f a corporal. When John 
saw Pred. come strutting into the parlour, 
looking like a most invincible^uUvfOfik*.^® 
was well nigh tickled to deatUwItn his gal- 
lant deportment, and swore that none but 
Corporal Fred, should go with theparty to 
kill frogs in the great meadow. Then did 
Bull gather together a great many boats and 
catamarans; he put many of his most expert 
tenantry aboard, and fairly pushed tnem 
off, with orders not to spare a single soul 
among all the frogs. 

Now when the factious little Beau Nap- 
perty heard that Bull had sent over his te- 
nantry to commit trespass upon his marsh- 
es, he fell into one of the greatest passions 
ever known, and swore that Parson Fred, 
should rue the hour he came over into his 
pastures. This oath he confirmed Avith se- 
veral of his usual ceremonies, such as kick- 
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ing his wife, pulling his tenants' ears till 
they roared again, and breaking all the 
crockery about the house. Then did he 
gather a great body of his tenants from all 
parts of the manor of Frogmorej then did 
he make a speech of one minute and a half, 
the longest he ever made, in which he ex- 
horted them to defend right valiantly their 
beloved frogs; assuring them at the same 
time, that if any of them ^t a black eye, 
or broken head in the scuffle, they should 
every mother's son of them be made cor- 
r porals. He then threw his cocked hat into 
I the air, and bawled out liberty and equali- 
Lly as if the old boy had been in him. Upon 
this the light-headed Frogmoreans cut a 
caper full two yards high, and scampered 
off fully resolved to carbonado Parson Fred. 
pretty handsomely. 

Every body knows the upshot of this bu- 
siness, so there is no occasion for me to 
tell it over again. Suffice it to say, that 
Parson Fred, played his old pranks. In- 
stead of keeping his party together, and 
lookmff out for the Frogmoreans, and the 
frogs, he was always carousing it lustily; 
inqmring me put where the best , taiKecns 
w^e, and where he could find store of 
goodly, plump, round, rosy-faced wenches, 
oT~whicn last he was mightily fond, inso- 
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much that he would almost give up his li- 
quor for them. 

While he was thus wasting his time, the 
Frogmoreans came a singing songs, cutting 
capers like grasshoppers, and flourishing 
their broom-staffs, with full intention of 
giving BulPs tenants a how d'ye do, that 
they would not forget as long as they lived. 
John's fellows, as they always do, stood 
toit naafifiiTTyj and if Corporal Fred, ha^ 
IreBtliTfftself^sober, they would most like- 
ly nave played the mischief with the fro^, 
and laia a great many of them on their 
backs. But honest Fred, instead of mind- 
ing his eye, was, as usual, busily employ- 
ed carousing it away, so that in a little 
time it was found necessary to foUlbaek^^ 
a cant phrase of John Bull, who'is famous 
for cant and slang — and which means run- -^' 
itjng away as fast ^ legs can carry you. 
This fdUmg back continued till they found " 
themselves near the shores of the mill- 
pond; when, not being able to fall back 
any farther, unless they fell into the wa- 
ter, they were obliged to promise the Frog- 
moreans, that if tney would let them go 
about their business, they would promise 
never to come there again. 

The Frogmoreans consented with ^reat 
pleasure, being heartily glad to get rid of 
such a set of sturdy dogs, who every one 
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took as much threshing as s^ good sheaf of 
wheat. As for the honest Belgians, or 
BeUyffians, they would actually have re- 
^icedtbo at the departure of the j-p yster- 
ingj^^rsQft ^nd his buxom crew, had their 
phlegmatic dispositions admitted of such 
a great exertion. 

Squire Bull was inclined to grumble at 
the ill success of this frog party, more es- 
pecially when he came to look over Fre das 
^, tavern bill; he made wry faces, and Ka3 a 

f*Teat mTnd to bastinado the corporal, until 
is jliiR. QY^rseerj^jvith his short breeches, 
{ofd him it was one of the most hriUicmi 
affairs that ever happened, and that though 
there was not much profit got by it, there 
was a vast deal of nonour. He likewise 
assured him that though Corporal Fred. 
was a little too fond of we bottle, yet when 
he was sober he was quite a match for the 
pope, the d — I, and Beau Nappertjr to- 
gether. Bull, who was as mucn afraid.of 
the pope as a child is of a bugaboo, and 
with about the same reason, was tickled 
to the heart to hear he had such a bully in 
his fannly, and forthwith began now to as- 
sume the airs of a gigantic champion and 
invincijde ^pxen 

Instead of minding his business as he 

used to do, weaving his cloth and kftfipJUBi 

Qiis forge going, he did nothing butfloun^ 
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Msjcudb^d, swearing at the same time that 
one^f his tenants would thresh two Frog- 
moreans, and that he would soon do Beau 
Napperty's business for him, that's what 
he woula. 



CHAP vin. 

]How Squire BuU incontinently turned 
knight errant^ and went about righting 
the wrongs of all his neighbours^ in 
such a manner^ that they all wished in 
their hearts he would mind his own af- 
fairs^ and let them alone. 

It was about this time, I think, that Bull 
took it into his wise head that being such 
a valiant boxer, and expert cudgel -players 
besides his being able to go through the 
horse exercise with his broad sword, it was 
his business not only to take care of his 
own tenants, but also of all his neighbours'. 
Accordingly, when any of the neighbours 
complained of Beau Napperty, John took 
their part without making the least enqui- 
ry into who was right or who was wrong. 
He was always ready to help them along, 
though in general they were the most cow- 
ardly, lazy, beggarly tatterdemalians in 
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the world, and heartily deserved what they 
got for suffering their own landlords to 
impose upon them as they did. 

I will give an instance of Bull's humo- 
rous and laughable knight errantry, as a 
specimen of his mode of righting his neigh- 
bours' wrongs. Adjoining the manor of 
Frogmore, at no great distance from Bul- 
lock Island, there is a long point puts out 
far into the mill-pond, which belonged to an 
old fellow who boasted of his great family, 
and used to tell every body that his ma- 
nor was so extensive that the sun never 
set upon it. Puffed up with his great 
• landed property, he took great state upon 
himself, and passed his time like a periect 
gentleman, without doing any thing but 
play the fiddle and ride a huntins:* In 
fact, he thought himself such a high ^llow< 
though a most ignominious poUron and 
notorious cuckold, that he lorded it over 
his tenants as if they were so many beasts 
of burden. What with rabing of rents, 
paying the parsons, of whom our stout lord 
stood in sreat awe, and the consequent 
idleness of the tenants, who had no spirit 
to work for the d — 1 and find themselves, 
as they said, the manor, though excellent 
land, had got to be quite barren, for want 
of cultivation. Thejtenanta akp, tl\gj|glL 
once a lively, indjiifiJjciims.j5etjttLid^^ 
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dirtyjjiie^gsa;^ i gn orapt, ■^c<)wa r dljf:» ..gu* . .. 
^rstitious knaves^ so that ererj one that 
saw t hjSIK ' thjfttfjgit It Vas high timejKJl 
the old cocirger of a landlord was lumed^ 
oiftr au rf 'TOW ebod jr else pjat.inj|i§.j;rfa£^ 

No^TBmS Nappertjr, who is ji stanchT^ ^ 
admirer of the rights ofjnien^ Tnsomnch j 
that Re^can jiaf^j'Bear that ^ny body j 
sHouTd eqjoy them but him$el£» Having a "^ 
great "parcelof poor relations to provide 
H>r, thought to himself that he would take 
away the manor, and give it to his brother 
Joey, who wanted it badly enough, being 
as poor as a rat So what does my gen- I 

tleman do but invite Don Carlos, as he | 

was nicknamed, and his family to come 
and take pot-luck with him. They ac- ^ 
cept€dliis itiVltation, bringing with them 
all the children, and Beau Napperl^ took 
good care they should not fina their way 
home again. Then he sent his brother 
Joey to take possession of the manor, by 
the Grace of God, as he was pleased to !^*' ' " 
term it The first thing Joey did was to rob j , ^ ^ u ^ 
a church, by which he got a good swarm * 

of priests about his ears. They forthwith 
called Joey all sorts of names; and exhor- 
ted the tenants to rise up in defence of the 
invaluable privilege of being plundered by 
Don Carlos, instead of Don Joey. 

D 
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The tenants found this but reasonable, 
and coming from all quarters, began to 
rain such a shower of dry blows on Joey, 
< that he was fain to make a precipitate re- 
treat from his farm-hous^jOladrjider so 
called because the^ tenants ride as if they 
were stark mad, that is, on Jack-asses 
instead of horses; and the women are all 
madcaps. 

When the great righter of wrongs, 
S(|uire Bull, heard that Beau Napperty had 
seized the old Don^s manor, he, as usual, 
beg^jta.wear till he was blue. He cal- 
led^e Do^ his particular friend and bot- 
tl e compani on, though they had nevCT 
given each other a good word in the whole 
course of their lives, and were always 
snarling and fighting about nothing. And 
finally. Bull urged as a particular reason 
for taking the part of the old Don, tluLt 
he belonged to the ancient family of the 
Baboons, for whom, ever since he had 
had nothing to fear from them, he professed 
the most invincible friendship. 

Resolved to put this matter right in fa- 
vour of his old friends J he set himself to 
work, and gathering a huge parcel of boats, 
he put his tenants on board, and sent them 
.^ver to^4hepotW, toJiielp^ilong in re^sting 
VQea«^"Nappei:ty and his^brpth^Jflj^llsjrhe 
old Don's tenants, who did not want any 
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body to meddle in their affairs, looked 
askance at these unwelcome intruders, 
whom they were taught by their parsons 
were a set of wicked rascals, because they^ 
did not hold thatapiece of bread waaLaJ 
shoinaeforSjutlonrT-^B ^^ 

might go to the d — 1 
with their mutton, and as they came over 
without an invitation, they might set back 
as they could. So the poor misled fellows 
turned themselves to get home again, but 
before they were able to reach their boats, 
they were heartily drubbed by some of 
Beau Napperty's tenants, and lost all their 
clothes and provisions. .^ 

In this way John wasted his substance i 
and played his pranks, until he got all\ 
the neighbours about his ears, except Bro- \ 
ther Jonathan, whom he soon after mortally J 
offended by some of his foolish new -fan- { 
gled pretensions. 
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CHAP. IX. 



\^'- 



How the caitiff, Beau Napperty, cunningly 
manages to humbttg Squire Bull into 
several foolish capers^ which answer no 
other purpose but to make Jonathan very 
crusty towards the old man. 

Beau Napperty, lord of the manor of 
Frogmore, which is just over against Bul« 
lock Island, was a knowing fellow as any 
jou'U see, and had studied Squire BqU^ 
character until he could read him back- 
wards almost He knew him to be an 

r obstinate old fellow, who, when he once 
got anj thing into his head, stuck to it, 
^ )^C as a fowl does to a crumb. He also knew 
t>v ^ ijjy experience, that whenever he did any 
thing, good or bad. Squire Bull would set 
his face against it, merely to show hia 
independent spirit. Accorain^ly, when- 
ever he wanted to bring any thing to pass 
that was out of his own power to do^ he 
made John do it for him, by pretending to 
do something quite the contrary. 

Now Squire Bull and Beau Napperty, as 
every body knows, by reason of their con- 
tinually disputing and railing; at each other, 
behind their backs, and a thousand offices 
of bad neighbours, had at last arrived at 
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such a pitch of hatred, that the j would not 
have hesitated one moment to ruin their 
tenants to a man by their rascally quar- 
rels, rather than frankly shake hands, and 
forgive and forget like good fellows. If* 
either of them could do the other an ill 
turn he did not care how much his tenants 
or the innocent neighbours suffered by it, 
for they were set upon ruining each ot her 
whatever might be the consequencej^^ve- 
ry day they were advertising eacn other 
as rogues and I know not what. One day 
Bull would publish Beau Nappertyfor the 
greatest thief in all the neighbourhood; 
the next. Beau Napperty would advertise ^ 
Bull as the most notorious £irateja the '^ ' 
world, until^f last f he belter sort of peo- \ ^ 
^e- 4 c g an^to think they were neither of » 
[them any better than they should be; and \ 
\l believe they were not much out in their i 

^reckoning. V — ""^ ^ '^ '^ '^ 

^-"Ttmbng the various plans invented by 
Beau Napperty to get John into difficulties, 
was one which succeeded to a miracle^ as 
it afforded Squire Bull a pretext to revive 
his claim to the exclusive property of the 
mill-pond. This was all John wanted, as 
I saia before, and he snapt at it as if it had 
been the most delicious morsel in the world. 
Now Beau Napperty's plan was tliis. 
He knew that as long as Squire Bull con- 
d2 
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tinued to carry on the brisk traffic with 
his neighbours, which his great number of 
boats, and the excellent quality of his 
wares enabled him to do, he would be able, 
in spite of all his mad capers, to keep him- 
self out of gaol. He therefore set to work to 
knock this business oiLthe head, and went 
about boasUnj^JthaiJne would take care in 
f f^itOF^flfSTnone of the neighbours should 
carry on any business with Bull, or receive 
any of his wares, for if he found it out, he 
would burn every stitch of them. He 
i then put on his great cocked hat, buckled 
I on his enormous toasting iron, and went 
I about among the neighbours, where he 
I soon bullied most of them in to shutting 
{their landings to Bull's boats. 

Brother Jonathan, however, who was 
the very best customer Bull ever had, paid 
no attention to this flourish of Beau Nap- 
perty, but went on doing business with tine 
Sauire as usual. Yet did that foolish old 
fellow Just manage to do for Beau Nap- 
perty what he could not have done for 
himself. 

Bull, as is too often the case with iiLacnL 
jjd codgers who have more money than 
wit, was generally surrounded by plenty 
, of poor rogues, who, by humouring his 
whims, and patting his foibles on the back, 
managed to five at his eiqiense, and gene- 
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rally ^t something handsome settled upon 
them m the end. 

These rogues, though they could not for 
the life of them, help laughing at Bull's 
claims to the mill-pond, yet, on hearing 
of Beau Napperty's grand Froemore flour- 
ish, which 1 Just mentioned, told the 
Squire that now was the time to drive all 
the neighbours clear from the pond, which 
he might do without losing his character; 
under pretence of being even with them 
^for shutting him from their landings. 
They swore he was sole proprietor not 
only of this mill-pond, but of all the mill- 

4* »onds in the universe; and then they would 'j 
^hjiMJ^^ as to say 

what U rum -t(&cg^y Jolinn y] is. ^ 



^ tinnyj is. 

WhVt tnadfe Jotfh the more eagerly bite 
at this, was a notion that he had now a 
fine opportunity of paying off some of the 
old score he owed Brother Jonathan, whom 
he hated not a little, and of whose pros- 
perity he had a long time been jealous. 
But this was a secret which he had sense 
enough to keep to himself; he therefore 
pretended to talce all these rogues said for 
gospel — and it would have made you split 
your sides to see him pull up his old lea- 
ther breeches with one hand, and with the 
other pelt Jonathan's boats as far as he 
could see them. This, in the cant of the 
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daj, he called maintaining the freedom of 
the mill-pond, encouraging boat-sailing, 
and other rare names, that signified direct- 
^ ly the reverse of what the Squire did. 

John's prime excuse for this new method 
of maintaining the freedom of the mill- 
pond was that it was done to retaliate upon 
Beau Napperty^ for he maintained tnat 
since the neighbours were not allowed to 
tr^de with him, it was but right that they 
should be prevented from carrying on any 
business with Beau Napperty. This was 
what he called impartial justice^ and the 
Squire swore roundly, that whoever grum- 
bled at such a fair retaliation, was not a 
bit better than a hanger-on of Beau Nap- 
pertjjj He used to boast, too, that by this 
I rare system, he should in a little time re- 
\duce Beau Napperty and his tenants to 
^kin and bone^ though at the very moment 
|e was slily supplying them with whatever 
they wanted. .^ 
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CHAP. X. 
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How Squire BuU wm mortal mad at Jo- 
nathan for giving shelter to his poor ten- 
antSy who came over because they could 
not get enough to eat at home. 

The great suflferer by these pranks of 
Squire BuU was J|rother jronathaiiy who 
had never taken any^^aWTB tliese vile 
quarrels, biit continued to carry on his bu- 
siness with whoever gave the best price for 
his grain, without minding muctueitheribe 
Beaii.9r the Sjjuire. [He cared not a rush 
^^for Beau KTappertj^ threat against the, 
\ncighbour8jdD^^ 

^kud so hr irom submitting, went openly 
to Bullock with his grain, just as he used 
to do before. 

Formerly the pope and the d— I were 
the prime objects of John Bull's hatred, 
and it was a moot point to which of them 
he bore the greatest antipathy. After- 
wards, he came to dislike Brother Jona- 
than exceedingly— 4)ut in the end. Beau 
Napperty came in for a principal share of 
his abomination. He never, however, 
missed a fair opportunity of giving a fa- 
therly benediction to Jonathan, who had, 
since his first quarrel with the Squire, given 
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him divert causes of offence. By keeping 
aloof from the disputes of the neighbours, 
and by a sober, discreet behaviour, Jona- 
than had, without any intention of injuring 
the old Squire, got a great deal of his bu- 
siness from him. Now the Squire, who 
had suffered greatly in the trial between 
him and Beau Napperty who should do 
each other the most narm, could not bear 
to see Jonathan enjoying the fruits of his 
peaceable disposition. ^ . .^^..i.-**.-****— -^ 
Anothe threat eyeso re to Squire BuljJ 
wasthis: Jonathan TaT such a^grgaTquan- 
/tity oTIahd to spare, and his farms held 
/ out so many temptations to Bull's tenants, 
that whenever they had an opportunity, 
they would leave Bullock Island, and come 
over to settle. They were always receiv- 
ed with kindness, and assisted with many 
little neighbourly offices. This the Squire 
\ swore was undermining his interests, and 
\ acting the part of a secret enemy; be- 
cause it was Jonathan's duty, as a good 
neighbour, to drive them home again. 
"Zounds!" would the Squire exclaim in a 
furious passion, ** no man born in my ma- 
! nor shall ever ^et out of it, if I can pre- 
t vent him. It is the happiest, the most 
pious, moral, plentiful, ana all that sort of 
thing, manor m the world; and those who 
a't live in it, may die, for aught I care." 
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This he said, nvhen in many parts of his 
manor one third of the tenants were on 
the parish, and another third living on a 
short allowance of oatmeal and potatoes.^ 

The fact was so notorious, that Bullock 
manor had more people in it than it could 
support, without a more equal division of f\^ t \^ 
the land, that a fusty old batchelor wrote a 
a book against breeding up children to 
starve. He was answered bj another, 
and a controversy arose, which lasted till\/^ 
nobody would read another word on the / ^^ 
subject In the mean time, the women, ^*^ 
who won't listen to reason, went on in 
their old way, and the evil increased. 

Far^jUi tm4 the* Bquire^ maxim was, "" 
once a tenant always a tenant, and such 
was his wrath against Brother Jonathan, 
for giving his poor runaways a meal of 
victuals sometimes, that in revenee, he 
used to chase Jonathan's boats, ana when 
he overtook them, would kidnap his row- 
ers, under pretence of their being his run- 
away tenants, f It mtist'be noted, that 
tKbugh Buillietd that no tenant could leave 
Bullock manor, yet he made no scruple 
whatever of sheltering the tenants of the 
neighbouring farms, whenever they came 
over, which indeed was but seldom, for 
they were sure of getting insulted by the 
Squire's tenants^ who were a quarrelsome 
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T^ pack, because they were generally hungry, 
* 5 I suppose. 

Now Brother Jonathan, though a pretty 
good talker, and a considerable dealer in 
words, was in the main a good natured 
young fellow, who did not lightly get into a 
quarrel, but loved ^in, and hated J^ At jiM 
if he couTcT aVoTdTt. He therefore pocketed 
tKese «ffi?8Tfffs of Bull with a few wry faces, 
and continued to treat him with respect, 
though, in addition to all these ill turns, 
John used every now and then to fling it 
into Jonathan's teeth that he had a sneak- 
ing kindness for Beau Napperty, which I 
believe was a piece of the Squire's own in- 
vention. 

Affairs were in this way, when Bull, as 
I before said, put forth his pretensions to 
the property of the mill-pond, and order- 
ed his boats, which swarmed all over, to 
take any of Jonathan's they found looking 
towards Frogmore, unless they had stopt 
at one of his landings, to pay for his per* 
mission. Then it was that most of John 
Bull's sensible tenants b^n to perceive 
that the Squire had a soft place in his 
skull. They could see with half an eve 
that Beau Napperty neither had, or couldi 
prevent Jonattian from carrying on his bii' 
siness with Bullock Island, and that if 
matters were left to their natural course, 
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aU Jonathan's trade would come into Bull's 
hands. Besides all this, thej foresaw 
that John's conduct would at length over- 
come Jonathan's patience, and in a little 
time deprive him of the only real friend 
he had in the world. They felt^ that not- 
withstanding all that was said by John's 
firiends dispersed over Jonathan's farms, 
about his great J^ing for Jii^aujfajperty, 
that^Clte^Tt^timig'mah, who ate, drank, 8]^6ke, ] 
"TKOtrght, and did every thing like his fa- i 
pier, was willing, hslj anxious, to be on 1 
od terms with him, if he was only treat- \ 
with common politeness. He had beat ; 
Bull like a man, and foi]giyj^n him, lU^e a 
— ^ fellow, f**"'^*'**'"***'*^ 

CHAP. XI. 

How Jonathan conmlted his wife about 
these matters rforesaidj and got plenty 
oftaOcy but no eider. 

All the former pranks of the uprights 
generous, and gentlemanly Bull, had been | 
borne by Jonathan with most exemplaryj 
patience. True it is^ he sometimes com- 
plained, and his wife scolded, but this ge- 
nerally blew over in a little time, and all 

E 
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vras calm agauu 'But when at last the 
^quire began to meddle with his pockets^ 
and to rob his boats, under pretence thai 
they were going over to Frogmore, Jonai- 
^an began to be angrj, as well he mi^gfai 
iHe straightway calted unto him his wife, 
laid the case before her, and asked her 
what was best to be done. This new wife 
of Jonathan's was a plaguy hard hand to 
deal with, and had just as much to say in 
the house as Mrs. Bull. Indeed Jonathan 
could do nothing without her having a fin- 
ger in the pie. She was an honest woman 
enough as times go; but when you've said 
that, you've said every thing — for she did 
nothing but talk, talk all day, and some- 
times all night, so that poor Jonathan could 
hardly sleep for her. 

The honest truth of the matter is, that 
^he was one of the most whimsical, cross- 
grained, contradictory and bedevilled ter- 
knagants; that ever fell to the lot of mor- 
i:al man. Though composed of but ene 
jbody, she had as many minds as she could 
jnold, and was almost always of at least 
\seventeen different opinions. Her face had 
*«ll the appearance oi one of your patchwgj-k 
coverlets, and the different parts 'seemed 
lb be collected from all quarters of the 
globe. She had an eastern squint of tl^ 
eye, a northern aspect, and southern com- 
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flexion. Then her language resembled the 
confusion of Babel; at one time she talked 
like a Frogmorean, at another like Bull's 
wife herself; sometimes she talked crook- 
ed like a negro-driver, and very rarely she 
talked like Brother Jonathan's wife- 

This capricious lady had undergone va- 
rious changes since she became tne poor 
man's helpmate. One time she was bediz- 
ened out like one of Bull's cast off mis- 
tresses, and then would my lady insist that 
Jonathan should hug Bull in his arms, for 
he was an honest old fellow as any in the 
world. But the very next minute, per- 
haps, she would come out dressed in all the 
tawdry finery of one of Beau Napperty's 
ladies) with her face painted as rea as fire^ 
and her neck and shoulders all bare; anc 
then she would insist upon it that Jonathan 
should have no other friend but Beau Nap- 
perty, who was the most sincere, good na- 
tured, agreeable and entertaining little 
caitiff that ever escaped hanging. In some 
of her sober fits, which however occurred 
very seldom, she would appear in the de- 
cent homespun dress that became the wife 
of a plain yeoman, like Jonathan, and then 
she would talk in a manner exceedingly 
sensible and rational. In short, to sum up 
the character of this whimsical lady, there 
were hardly as many humours among the 
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multifarious wives and concubines of Solo- 
mon, as were concentrated and gathered 
together in this singular composition of hu- 
mours, called Brouier Jonatnan's wife. 



CHAP. XII. 

How Jonathan begdn to bristle up when he 
found his boatmen did no^pay up as they 
used to do. 

Jonathan seldom or ever consulted this 
wife of hi&, without having abundance of 
reason to rail at the respectable institution 
of matrimony. Heaven preserve us! how 
Ae would' scold whenever any thing went 
wrong in the afifairs of Johallian's farms^ 
and how she would lecture the poor man 
about any thing that come into her head, 
until Jonathan, finding she would have her 
say, thought to let her say what she pleas- 
ed first, in hopes she would let him do tt 
he liked afterwards. 

Now when Jonathan got the account of 
Squire Bull's order to seize all his boats 
on their way to the manor of Frogmore^ba 
consulted his wife about the method of pro- 
ceeding; but that talkative lady, as uBual, 
before he had half got through vritii his sto- 
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ly, fell into a furious passion, and began 
to abuse Squire Bull. 1 wish you had heard 
the pretty names she fastened upon l\i^ 
back. She called him prating gabbler, lio 
quorish glutton, lubberly lout, ruffian l 
rogue, paltry customer, scoffing braggart, \ 
codshead booby, noddipeak simf^eton, nin- j 
nyhammer gnatsnapper, and various other j 
names, that nobody could tell where she I 
picked up. — * 

Every morning of her life regularly, as 
soon as breakfast was over, for at least six 
months, did she ring the changes over and 
over again, on the subject of Squire BulPs 
order, with this single difference, that when 
she was tired of rating' Bull, she would 
turn about and give Beau Napperty and 
Brother Jonathan a most fearful broad- 
side. Jonathan turned up the whites of 
his eyes, shrugged his shoulders, abused 
his stars, and groaned in spirit, to hear his 
dame talk at such a furious rate; and find- 
ing there was nothing but incoherencies 
and abuse to be got from her, advised her 
as the warm weather was coming on, to 
make a little tour round the farms till the 
'^^^^3^^ were over. 
*^"^^aaam accordingly took herself off, and 
Jonathan for some time enjoyed a little 
comfort, and smoked his pipe in peace. 
But this calm lasted not longj the winter 
s 2 
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approached, the lady returned to the Faem* 
House, and as during her recess Bull had 
been at his old tricks, her disposition to 
scold was stronger than ever. 

The patience of honest Jonathati, too, 
was now worn quite threadbare, and he 
began to think it was high time to toe the 
mark, and trj to put an end to the Squire's 
troublesome pretensions. He was not a 
little spurred on to this by the grumbling 
of his boatmen, who began to complain that 
they could not go out into the mill-pond on 
the most trifling occasions, without being 
insulted, or having some of their rowers 
taken away by John's boats. They farther 
told Jonathan, that if matters did not soon 
mend, they should be obliged to hale in 
their horns, and walk afoot on Sundays, 
instead of riding to church in fine painted 
wi^ns. 

The tradesmen of Jonathan's farms^ who 
under their good easy landlord had grown 
rich, assured him, that only a few years 
before they could afford their wives and 
daughters silk stockings, fine muslins, 
pearl breast-pins, and pianos, and such like 
luxuries, but now, such was the unparal** 
leled distress of his estate, these poor crea- 
tures were obliged to put up with shabby 
Canton crapes, and old fashioned silks, 
and instead of playing the piano, or read- 
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his ears, that in a little time he was ob- 
liged to permit the boatmeo, who said Jo- 
nathan was a poltron, and ought to fight 
Bull at once, to go out and get pummelled 
and robbed to their heart's content 

Bein^ driven from this plan of bringing 
the Squire to reason, he determined, be- 
fore he tried the strength of his arm against 
Bail, io ^e what the law would do for him. 



CHAP. XIII. 

How Jonathm htought Us action of dama- 
ges against Squire BuUj but woe cast 
tmder the old statute of chtb-law. 

JoKATHAN therefore filed his declaration 
against Bull, of piracy on the high seas, 
trover and conversion, trespass on the case, 
covenant, debt, detinue, ejectment, waste, 
and quare clausum fregit. He also sued 
him upon the statute; upon action popular; 
action civil; action personal; action mixed; 
action real; and action temporary and per- 
petual. He thou^t the aeuce woula be 
m it if he did not catch Bull in some of 
these snares, and lay him by the heels. 
This, declsuration I tnink they called it, 
t^ek up about four quires of paper; had one 
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hundred and ninetj-seven counts, and con- 
tained the usual portion of repetitions, and 
words that signify nothing. 

After the customary delays, the suit 
came on before one Justice Soout, and 
Jonathan's lawyer, who was selected, like 
a racehorse, for his wind, made a speech 
in which he said the same things over and 
over again so often, that, had not the ho- 
nest justice fallen fast asleep, he must have 
been more than mortal. Bull's lawyer 
answered him in a speech, which all the 
people in court said was twice as good, 
because it was twice as Ions. Mr. Justice 
Scout, being refreshed by his nap, listened 
to him with great attention, and took se- 
veral notes, which made folks think the 
speech was a very deep one. 

These speeches being made, and evety 
body being quite tired, the court adjourn- 
ed. The next day at it they went again; 
and Jonathan's lawyer proved clearly 
enough, that by the old customs of the 
neighbourhood, all the neighbours had an 
equal privilege to use the mill-pond, ex- 
cept just as far as the water-lots extended 
in front of the different manors and farms. 
In reply, the Squire's lawyer cited some 
old parchments, which nobody could ever 
find; talked of the ancient rights of the 
Bull family, which nobody ever heard ofj 
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and of old customs of the manor, which 
no soul could remember. But what he 
particularly dwelt on, was the statute of 
CLUB-LAW, which, thoush not in any books 
that he knew of, was older than any other; 
had always been acted upon by the Bull 
family, and had this singular excellence, 
that it applied equally to every side of 
every question, and justified every action, 
good or bad. 

The proofs being got through, Mr. Jus- 
tice Scout, like a most worshipful and up- 
right fellow, sent to Squire Bull to know 
how the law stood that day, as one asks 
which way the wind blows, knowing that 
it is always changing. Bull told the jus- 
tice, that the law of the day was, that 
Jonathan must lose his boats, and pay 
handsome costs into the bargain, to sicKen 
him of going to law any more. When Jus- 
tice Scout got his cue, he pretended, in 
order to make people believe that he fol- 
l(m^ his own judgment, that this being a 
vShr knotty cause, he must have time to 
maKe up his mind. Theii he dismissed the 
court till next day, went home, swallowed 
a good supper, and slept all night, without 
oncel thinking of Jonatnan or his cause. 

4 
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CHAP. XIV. 

How Justice ScotU proved that clianging 
one^s mind is a proof that we grow wiaer^ 
and that a real wise man is like a goose, 
and casts away his opinions as often as 
she doth her feathers. 

The next day Justice Scout gave his 
opinion thus: 

" Gentlemen, 

^^ It was a maxim of former times, that 
*' if a man would be uniformly wise» bs 
" must change his mind every day. N * 
^' as I alter my opinions whenever the w « 
^' changes, I must be a wise man. •'A 
" true, I said the other day, that the Iw 
^' was the same at all times and to all i"* 
" sons, but having since that ^own a wu; 
" derful deal wiser, I have wisely alte» t c 
^' my opinion. It would be a fine tb ; 
" truly, if a stranger had the same i^giiU^ 
^' in Bullock Island as the lord of the in^ 
** nor himself. No, no; let us have noiu 
^' of these new-fangled principles of lili* i 
" ty and equality msted over the olo a-iij 
" t/nc/^ang'6a&/e customs of the manor JL. v 
^' in fact, is one thing one day, and aso^ .• 
" thing another day; which is entirely 
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" agreeable to the oldest and greatest law 
'< in the world, the law of nature, which 
" on the very face of it declares that all 
*^ thins^ are subject to change. Reallj, 
^' genuemen, it seems nonsense to insist 
" on these obvious points. Would you fly 
<* in the face of nature? Certainly not; and 
** therefore I take it for granted you will 
*• all see the propriety of changing tlie law 
^ of boats every day or two. * 

*« The law, as it stands to-day, is''— 
Here Justice Scout sent his tipstaff to 
Squire Bull, to know if the law had not 
changed since yesterday — being satisfied 
on this point, he went on — 

<^ The law, gentlemen, as it stands to- 
** day, is, that Mr. Jonathan, having bro- 
" ken the venerable statute of club-law, 
^^ and infrin^d upon the rights of Squire 
** Bull, to wit, the right of the strongest, 
** by sailing boats on the mill-pond with- 
*^ out the Squire's leave, has forfeited all 
<< claim to common justice, and must there- 
<^ fore pocket his losses, pay costs, and 
'* keep out of Bull's way at his perU." 

Hereupon the tenants, who were tickled 
to the very marrow with this permission to 
plunder Jonathan, threw up their hats, 
gave three cheers, and turning out one and 
all, saved his worship's horses the trouble 
of dragging him home. 

F 
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CHAP. XV. 

Jonathan writes a letter to Squire Bull, 
which puts him in a mighty passion^ and 
costs ^^ Master Canynge*^ agreat puUof 
the ear. 

Jonathan^ when he heard how his law- 
suit bad turned out, as is common in such 
cases, fell foul of the law, and forgetting 
that it was only the abuse of a good thing 
that he had to complain of, did belabour 
with hard words the whole system. Then 
he called the lawyers a pack of drivelline 
chatterboxes, who one half of the time did 
not know what they were saying, and the 
other half said nothing to the purpose. 
But the cream of his blessing fell upon 
Justice Scout, who, instead of asking wnat 
the law was, only inquired about Squire 
Bull's opinion of it, and who, he swore, 
was just fit to be chief justice of the manor 
of Belzebub. 

Having thus burned his fingers with the 
law, Jonathan thought he would try what 
reason would do. Having often heard 
said that there is reason in all things, he 
did not know but he might find a little in 
Sauire Bull's pate, so he wrote him the 
following letter: 
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" To John BtdU Esquire^ of Bullock, 
greeting. 

"Honoured Father, 

** Though I am your son, I have always 
** got more kjck,?jthan ^oppecg from you, 
<* and nowTam grown up to be of age, I 
** don't choose to put up with any more of 
**your plaguy nonsense. I have a right 
^*to sail \MB,ts on the mill-pond for all 
♦^your silly claims, which have got you 
<^ many a broken head, and will get you 
** many more before you die, if you don't 
** mind your hits, old gentleman. Morc- 
** over, I have a right to do business with 
<* who I please, as long as I don't go against 
**the old customs of the neighbourhood, 
**aTid to visit where I think fit, without 
** Mr. Bull's leave, and be hang'd to him. 
<* So please take notice, that I shall carry 
*< on my business as I have always done, 
** and visit Beau Napperty when it suits 
'^me. 

" S'life, Mister Bull, do you think that 
<* though I was brought up in the woods, I 
** am to be scared by an owl ? Don't think 
**to bully me, John Bull; for though you 
** tell such famous stories about your an- 
^* cestors, every body knows that the Bull 
*^ family has been going down hill, till it 
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" has got nearly to the bottom. Though 
^' thej do make such a fuss about their 
*' great riches, and all that> it^s all in my 
*< eye Bett y Martin; and I don't believe 
< ' tney are any better than their neighbours^ 
<< for all they hold up their heads so high. 
«« Every boay knows, John, that you owe 
<< a great deal more than you are able to 
" pay, and that you can't pay the interest 
<< of your debts without borrowing money, 
** raising your rents, and robbing the neigh* 
♦< hours' boats. 

^< Was it the part of a good neighbour, 
<<or an honest man, John, to steal my 
<< boats, and after that, order your pitiful, 
^ weaihercock justice of the peace to twist 
^ the law so as to make me pay the costs ot 
** claiming my own property? I know you 
<<want money bad enough, and for that 
<< matter, I would not mind lending you 
«< some to keep you out of gaol— %ut t 
<< don't choose to have my pockets picked, 
^ not I; and as for your famous club-law^ 
^ mayhap, two of us can play at it, if you 
<< come to that. 

<* So look ye, Mister Bull, if you don't 
<< let me alone when I am going about my 
^Uawful business, and quit taking my 
<^ boats and tenants, like a highway robber 
" as you ate, you may expect an other 
^ guess sort of a pummelling than you got 
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" from me when I was only a boy. Be- 
" ware of my wife too, who has done no- 
" thing but scold for several years past, 
*« and who thceatejGis Jto claj)jerclaw you, , 
** whenever you come m' Tier wayT^'TakC^ 
^^ a friend's advice, John, and look sharp, 
" for she has a two-edged tongue, andihe 

** I expectrtfyou are an honest man, as 
** you say you are, though I find people in 
** general don't give you credit for it, that 
" you will pay me for the property you 
**nave cheated me out of, by means of 
** Justice Scout; and moreover, promise 
'* me faithfully never to serve me so again. 
*« Another thing that I ha^Jjke to fo rget 
*< untU just nj^jK^ia^ are to qulffS 

/♦* coming on board of myboats and taking \ 
p out my people, under pretence of getting \ 
V*back your tenants, wh<rT?oiiie^tr(^i!f'l:6^^ 
i'^Settle"^ myt&ftfil. It is a sin and a 
*' shame, John, to keep the poor fellows 
** fjcom giving up th^il* leases^ when^ you 1 
''are every year raising their rents, so. 
^that now they can hardly keep them-: 
♦^selves from st^cviagr ^ To¥ w; ytiw 
■**1:e?Snls~areTKe best oflf of any in the 
** neighbourhood, and if they are such fools 
** as to quit your manor, the sooner you 
" get rid of them the better. For my part, 
f2 
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^ I scorn to act in this manner, but allow 
" my tenants to go where they please. 

** The long and the short of the matter 
" is, that if I am satisfied in your answer, 
*^ I am ready to drink a glass with you, 
^^ and be friends. If not, you and I will 
^' be two I guess, Johnny; and, to show 
<' you that I am in rig^t good earnest, I 
^^ hereby let you know, that I shall not 
^^ wait more than five or six years for yoor 
^' final answer, being in a great passion, 
'' and somewhat in haste. 

*' Your dutiful Son, 
"As you behave, 

"JONATHAN." 

This letter Jonathan sent over by one 
of his overseers, who had directions to 
back it with the longest speech he couM 
possibly make. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

How Squire Bull took upon himself to be 
hugely insulted at Jonathan's Jriendly 
letter^ and sent him a pretty sort of an 
answer. 

When the sturdy, high-handed Bull got 
this letter, he examined the direction with 
great attention, not knowing the hand. 
Then he thrust his hand into his rM waist- 
coat pocket, from which he pulled a great 
pair of iron rimmed spectacles, made bj 
a neighbouring blacksmith, an excellent 
workman^ whjjph after wipin|; oif the dust 
with hisibandanna handkergl^eS^ he placed 
with grSrt^'^teHttSnifioh across his nose. 
Then drawing his great chair to the light, 
he carefully broke the seal, and scratching 
his head to assist his comprehension, be- 
gan to spell Qut the contents. 

It was worth a hundred pounds of any 
man's money to see the wry faces he made, 
as he began to enter into the spirit of Jo« 
nathan's epistle. Before he ^ot a quarter 
through it, he laid down his pipe with such 
emphasis that it broke into a thousand pie^ 
ces. As he proceeded, he struck the ta- 
ble with such force, that the pot of beer, 
which was his most trusty counsellor and 
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s/ companion, danced about like a p ea on a 
tobacco p ipey-itlrthfa aHy ■ o v erg ct'on the" 
fllRfrpwIiife the old fellow's visjige gradu- 
r allyj|uckered upTiRe lrWffi"efed cabbage- 
\ i^^lTCerilelM-fo^ 
very leisurely tore the letter into a million 
of little pieces, walked with the most state- 
ly and ^im solemnity to the chimney, and 
very deliberately threw them to the d — ^1, 
to whom he always consigned any thing 
that gave him great offence. 

Then taking a turn or two to consider 

vyt^vv^^ what was wi^gjc forjii|r^^ he called 

i J&«:-<Ma«J^^^b5^ a sort of ies" 

ter and buffoon whom John employed to 

write his letters and make him laugh, 

when he was melancholy. They used to 

dub him John's Secretary, inasmuch as he 

generally answered the Squire's letters that 

came from abroad, because he was thought 

to spell better than any of Bull's servants. 

As for the Squire himself, he did not often 

venture to write his own billet s, and when 

^>he did, they were in such a'vnTanQU&iU'ainp 

\ hand, so full of incoherencies, and so in- 

I fSrTarded with bad spelling, that it was 

/ more trouble to read them than they were 

^'^^ worth. 

Bull told Master Canynge of Jonathan's 
letter, and directed him to answer it forth- 
with ^ but the jocular secretary told him 
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with great submission, that in order to 
answer a letter properly, it was necessary 
to know its contents. The Squire, who 
was famous for sometimes listening to rea- 
son, hereupon immediately began to fum- 
ble in his pockets^-then he turned them 
all inside out, ransacked every hole and 
corner of the room, pish'd and pshaw'd 
like Airy, and at last recollected having 
torn and thrown it out of the window. 
Canynge relished this jokfe hugely, swore 
it was tne best thing he had seen in a long 
time, and bfegan to laugh like a whole 
swarm of flies at the Squire's forgetful- 
ness. His mirth was however arrested hj 
John's laying hold of his ear and giving li 
a hearty lug in order to make him serious^ 
telling nim at the same time he was an im- 
pudent rascal to laugh at his betters. 

♦* Master Canynge" hereupon sat down, 
and being not a little confused with the 
tingling of his ear, as well as somewhat 
rumed at the Sq^uire's application, wrote 
the following singular and impertinent 
answer to Jonathan's letter. Bull, who 
hated reading as bad as he did writing, 
signed it, as was iiis usual custom, without 
knowing what were its contents. It was 
immediately despatched, and ran thus: 
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" To Mr. Jonatlian^ greeting, 

" You lubberly Yankeyl 
*' Don't think I'll give up my rights, 
privileges, and prerogatives, to such a 
" hop-o-mv-thumb, mint-sling, rum jock- 
** ey, as thou art. Why, thou unnatural 
<* cub, answer me one thing— did I not 
^^ beget thee, villain ! — ^and could I not 
^^ have begotten thee or not, just as I 
** pleased? Body o'me! What an unduti- 
<< ful rascal thou art to be pestering the 
^^ father that begat thee, and who might 
" by refusing to do so have made a nobody 
" 01 you, with impertinent letters. 

" Thou art moreover a great blockhead, 
^^ as well as an ungrateful dog, son Jona- 
^ than, to be in the least angry at my con- 
<« duct towards thy boats, seeing I don't 
" mean to do you the least injury, all my 
'^ plans being to plague that little caitiff 
" Beau Napperty, to be revenged on whom 
** I would send you, and all your rascally 
^' generation, to the d — ^1. Body o'me ! I 
*< say again, Smiip,,,..S8^^ did ,not I 
*< beget thee? Anoam 1 not one of the 
^< most honest fellows in the whole neigh- 
** bourhood? 1 say it myself, I have said 
'^ it a thousand times, and therefore it must 
^ be true. 
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^* I have twelve hundred boats on the 
*' mill -pond, and if jou doubt mj asser- 
*^ tionSy I will demonstrate them with the 
^< aforesaid boats, in the twinkling of an 
** e je. Plague take the fellow !— dost not 
*^ see, thou animal, with half an eye, that 
^< if I plunder jour boats, it is all for your 
'^ own good, because it enables me to an- 
^ noy the more effectuallj that little vil* 
*^ lanous Frogmorean, who, if I did not 
^ keep him within bounds, would com^ 
<^ over and upset your whole household, 
*^ you booby. Here am I now cutting and 
<^ slashing in all directions at the disturber 
^ of the neighbourhood. Beau Napperty; 
<< and though it must be confessea, most 
^' of the blows fall upon you, and others 
** upon my own pate, yet in the eye of so- 
<^ ber reason I do you no harm, l)ecause I 
^< intend none, upon my honour; all I mean 
** is to annoy the common enemy of you 
^ all, and prevent his doing you manifest 
** injury. 

** Besides, thou unreasonable, pestilent 
(( rogue, am not I an honest fellow^ and is 
*< not Beau Napperty a knaveP And is it 
«< not reasonable that an honest man should 
** have the same privilege as a knave? 
«^ Thiuffs are come t4 a pretty pass in the? 
** world if honest^^-'^n't rob and plunden 
^^ as well as kna^T; "" ; and therefore I main 4 
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"" tain, and prove by my twelve hundred 
*< boats, that I have as good, nay a better 
" right to rob, than Beau Nappe rty, be- 
*< cause I am such a fine honest fellow, 
>< and make such good use of what I get 
" And did I not beget thee, villain? An- 
" swer me that, I say again. 

*' Therefore, look ye, friend Jonathan, 
*i my son — I hold that the right of doing 
n< wrong is inherent in all honest fellows 
y* that have twelve hundred boats, like 
ha myself. It is moreover necessary^ be- 
** cause I can't get the better of Beau 
** Napperty, whom I am pleased to hate 
" beyond all other men, without itj and it 
** is moreover proper, because it is muck 
" better that honest fellows, like me, 
^' should flourish, by evil means, than thai 
" knavery, which is Beau Napperty, should 
<< flourish at all. So don't pester me with 
" any more of your complaints, or tell mc 
" any more of your wife*s threats. I am 
" an honest fellow, damme! I begot thee, 
*< and have a right tp do what 1 please 
" with my own children; and what's more, 
« I will. 

" Thy abused father, 

*MOHN BULL.." 

0^-^^y When " Master ct^.j^ynge" had fimdied 
^ "^ this letter, he went an^ " unged about the 
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Squire's parlour, cracked hid jokes as usual, O 
wrote lampoons arv«? soup, and quizzed %J 
the kitchen wcncj^s till they swore he was (r^ 
the drollest do^>n the whole manor. Af- 
ter this he wt^t to the chapel^ and tickled ^ 
Bull's wife/>ll she squeaked, entertained %> 
John's 0^6eer with some good stories, ^' 
and after swallowing a couple of mugs of] iTj 
strong ^le, went to bed and dreamed he { 
was^ade High Baili£f of the manor of Bui -J 

CHAP. XVII. ^^' ^^ " 

Squire BuU talks so foolishly^ and acts so 
unseemly to Brother Jonathan, that the 
poor fellow don^t know whether to laugh 
or cry. 

In due time Jonathan received this curi* 
ous letter, which proved prettj clearly that 
Bull tiiought him a fool or a coward. He 
put it into his wife's hand, and that talka 
live lady, who generally took it out in 
talking, was in such^ quandarv, that she 
hardly knew wEetRer J^^^lliajl^ o^ 
was u|>permo8t. She uttered so many qveer 
notions dn tlie subject, one treeing on ibl^ 
heels of the other, that Jona^an could not. 
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for the soul of him, \st\\ what she would be 
at. The truth is, she dvd not exactly know 
herself; hut as he askea\her opinion, she 
thought she must say soimihing. So she 
went on for a whole six movihs at least, 
dinning it away like a parcel ofVUs pl|ij:ed 
aTfanSTm— aU diBerent tunes, ^metimes 
f she talked like a farmer; sometinH^ like a 
I tobacco planter; sometimes like a batman 
I *— but most generally like a — woman: 
^^n the mean time. Bull and Jonafi^an 
wrote letters to each other every daj. 
Bull sometimes would profess a great fa- 
therly kindness for Jonathan, and then, in 
the very next letter, twit him with being a 
friend of Beau Napperty; treating him, at 
the same time, as if he was a mere nobody, 
and insisting on the right which he had 
under the famous statute oiP cTuB^awT It 
was^noTa littleTurious tosee fKenPetches 
the Squire made juse of to bplsjter up his 
new law. Intone of KisTetters he insisted 
upon it, thatjthere was no good rule to de- 
,H^C^!t^H^was in the right, except to find 
0ut who was the strongest. *^ Doth not," 
^aid John, ^^ the strong animal prey upon 
>< the weak? It is a law of nature, friend 
( *^ Joi|||,tibi|{|^and therefore it's nonsense for 
♦^ such a dlack-brg^li^d fellow as thou art 
** to talt^a^uist it. S'life,.what is the 
" use of being strong if one can't play the 
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** d— I, and all that wrt of thing, now and 
^ then a little 1" 

Then John had another curious argu- 
ment, which he probably picked up in some 

Iftfttdvi^gSppAriy ^nd rAnfpaainn^ and which 

lieTafiedthc necessf^^^TltTieljase. This 
he swore was a good excuse for robbijigjUL-] i^f^ 
the highwa yc.or on thebiglLaeas. **Afel-J 
low," quoth John, "robs on the highway 
from the necessity of the case, that is, be- xy--^ • 
cause he wants money to buy horses, fine ' 

clothes, and all that sort of thing. True, [. ^^ 
he is lianged for it if caught, but if he is [ ^Ua*v^ 
knowing enough to evade, or strong enough : 
to bully the laws, or rich enough to bribe > 
the fudges, he is held to be an honest man 
in the eyes of all men of sound sense, and J 
comes oflf with flying colours^ fand^alT that 
'"iorTonthihgr Bull was insuperably vain , 
of this rare sysj em of j^ff QJ^Pg, and boast- ^''* ' " 
ed that ne had Twisted a rope strong enough 
to hang a cTozen sucfi simpte feljows as 
Jonathan. 

Jonathan could sometimes hardly help 
laughing at the Squire's nonsense, for he 
could not help seeing, and feeling too, that 
though necesji^tjl^li^^^ very suitable 

justmca^^Tw^^ it was not 

-t!iF*mo8? MLtisfactory to liim who had his, 
E0cJ^^J|,4^i<^Led*^ But the tenants, who 
sometimes had these letters read to them^ 
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vfere manj of them imposed Mpon by Bull's 

arguments, and jftctualjj came to think,^ 

^ prete nded to tl|jp£rtRat1&"e"Sqmre wa^ 

gie nght sT3[cJofjth0 ditch. "" 

Trhe tenants of ISrolher Jonathah Were, 

in truth, a rare set of fellows^ <^ftUfifited 

heltpy- gl^glj:er from all parts of the neigh- 

fiouHhipodTand presenting such an odd meet- 

Jej of faces, that it might be said ^igjr 

r looked like ererj(:_^|j^ji,i^d ejqij J^^ 

^ ItJO^eTltKCtTiilli. Their minds, no naore 

than their faces, were much alike, aiid as 

they prided themselves upon thinkilag for 

themselves, and speaking their minds 

frglsl^uJhardly any two thought or spoke 

Caiike, for fear they might be suspected ^ 

Wanting an independent spirit. In fact, 

the tenants of n6 two farms ever pulled 

the same way, and thou|^ at thj, tigje^ 

^-"■^Jonathan's marriage'lffieynad^arr agreeTto 

I stick together, and support one another on 

\ all occasions, yet from the moment of that 

I union they seem never to have agreed in 

vv any one thing whatever. 

May be you have seen before now two 
dogs, who, while they had their own way, 
aiid could do as they pleased, were the 
best friends in the world, but bei^g chained 
together, from that moment began to snarl 
and show their teeth, and never drew the 
same way afterwards. Or, to give yon a 
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hiore rational example — ^perhaps you have 
seen a joung couple in the first rudiments 
of an everlasting aflection, toying, casting < 
s h ee p ^s ws, and slyly squeezing eacn 
others TTanT under the table. Perad ven- 
ture you have come back that way, and 
seen this same couple wedded, disputing 
their way through the world inch by inch, 
and administering to each other comfort 
by ny^tuaLjecnmina^tioD^. Jltttcdy.oppoai:^ 
tionjj|^,^rumbliagcon^ ' • ' t 

TT'you have seen any thing of this sort, 
you have some notion of the notable con- 
nexion subsisting amon^ Tonatlian's ten- 
ants. There was continually somethin]^ 
or other turning up somewhere or other 
that went against the grain of some one or 
other of these wiseacres, who, sagely con- 
ctudihglKanrwas iKe duty of the landlord 
to take care of him in preference to any 
body else, would begin to speak his mind, 
as he called it, that is, to abuse Jonathan 
and every body that took his part. I have 
seen the barking of an exceeding small, 
insignificant puppy set all the dogs of a 
neighbourhood howling like fury; and so it ^ 
generally happened in the farms, where j 
the scolding of one tenant caused a grea^^] 
outcry in the end. But as this subject is 
a little curious, it may be worth while to 
trace these matters more 4istinctly. 
g2 
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CHAP. XVIII. 



Of the f arms of SoutManda^ and what roy- 
stenng blades the tenants idere, Also of 
those good hearty fellows, the boys of the 
Middlelands. 

The farms usually called Southlands 
were principally settled by people who, 
^ f having a great number of slaves, were great 
Wticklers for liberty. Having such plenty 
of these negroes to work for them, they, as 
will often happen with country fellows who 
\ have nothing to do, did amuse themselves 
I a little too much with horseraces, cock- 
i fights, cards, and other practices that might 
as well have been let alone. They were 
also wonderful boys for what they called 
antifnjjgmat^ being certain mintiule|M. 
"^ilnclincrsSy the truth, are nofBaJftBiligs; 
f only, that they are supposed to make a 
'' ^ man quarrelsome. But for all this, the 
Southlanders had a great many good points 
- ^ about them, and were a set of frank, jolly, 
I hospitable, high-spirited, open-hearted 
dogs. A man migntjp and live at^free 
^ Y quarters ,4.;ghol^JjeWv amongfliein as VTKt 
\ W^re at home, that is, if they did not kill 
^ him with good living and fighting before 
the time was up. But they had one fault 
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which came very nigh to make their good 
qualities Jkickj^^^&am: they would not 
build chuKKeST^irlhey did, would not 
keep them in repair, but suflfered the boys 
to get up into ttie pulpits to preach, and 
even to break the windows. 

These sturdy blades dislikedjfefijifinante 
of Yanke viand, of whom Tstlan speak anon, 
because they sent among them de^lfic^^ ijj 
tin^jpjejnfj^ who in gene- 

raTwere sad rogues, and took them in 
pretty handsomely. As there is no error 
ttibre common than to judge of a whole 
community by a few bSo^amples, the 
Souintanders came at last to consider all 
the Yankeylanders downright cheats. Now, 
ihe first thing a Southlander thinks of when 
he finds himself in a passion, is fighting; 
80 when he was taken in, he was sure to. 
pummel the tin^^^rii^der, who had scruples^ 
oTconsciencealiout fighting, pretty neatly f 
When the trader got home, he of course 
would tell terrible stories of the South-, 
landers beingj gquy era. and in this way, 
'one came to Be tnou^t by ignorant peo- 
ple a set of cheats, and the other of bul- 
lies. 

Those who tenant the great and flourish- 

ing farms called the Middlelands, s^re, for 

• the most part, steady, sober-minded far- 

mers, knowing boatman who belong to the 
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great landings, and comfortable trades^ 
men, who agree mighty well with one an- 
other, as well as with the tenants of the 
I ^ a ^^^,^^ farms; or, if they do chance to have 
■ "^^''*' pa little tiff now and then, the one class ba- 
1^A< I lances the iitEer, anSTthe farms don't get 
■JJi^A L-into a snarl, as they do elsewhere. 

It will be found by those who take the 
trouble to inquire, that in all Brother Jo- 
nathan's farms, where this mixture does 
not prevail, the tenants are very ignorant 
and headstrong in their opinions and pre- 
jnclices. Having but one exclusive road to 
r^prosperity, they conclude there is no other 
way but this in the world, that what is their 
interest must be every body's interest, and 
that whenever that is affected, tiie wh gHf 
tw^rljj^ust^b^^turned upside downT But 
on the contrarypwKere, asTinlSKfe farms I 

f'am treating of, the different orders of men 
are mingled together, the perpetual colli- 
sion of interests in time wears awaj their 
different asperities, and introduces a ret 



jsonable regard for each other's welfare, j 
^ And now 1 am injb>i;^, I will make an- 
other sage remark, which will be found 



equally true with the last. It is this: that 
- those farms which form the extremities of 
Brother Jonathan's property, have always 
been more easily agitated and set in mo* 
tion than the others; and in this they hav« 
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a ffreat ^nal(^ to sinde individoaU. The 
tickling of the stoles of the feet will set one 
kjcking at a furious rate; and the touch of 
a feather at the nose causes the probo^s 
to be violently agitated, while the rest of 
the body remains quiescent. So if you' 
meddle with the farms df Southlands, trbich . 
ibrtn, as it were, the legs, or with the farms j^^^ 
of Yankeyland, which constitute the Snout, 
or proboscis. Of Brother Jonathan's do-\ 
main, you will always find a mighty deal \ 
of agitation and grimace in them, while the I 
more noble parts, that lie in the vicinity, j 
as it were, ot the Aear/, remain undisturbied. 

CHAP. XIX. 

Of the cfUe pays of Yankeyland^ and how V^X 
they gtpt the ruime (amongst themselves) 
qf being wiser and better ihnin their neigh- 
bours. 

The farms called Yankeyland, it is said, 
were Originally taken up by a curious set 
of fellowd« wh<k> according to tradition; 
left Bullock Inland a long time, ago, be- 
cause Squire Bull Would not let them make 
extemporary prayers, and sing psalms 
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through their noses; two things they were 
desperately fond of, as I have heara. 

A great many of these were of the sect 
called witches, and I am credibly inform- 
ed did come over the great mill-pond on 
broomsticks. As soon, however, as the 
good tenants found out diese diabolical »ii- 
ners, they went to work in the name of the 
Lord, and in no long time purged the farms 
of this vermin, pretty much Tn the way thej 
exterminate caterpillars, with fire and 
brimstone. But still some traces of witch- 
craft remain amopg this singular people 
who are a cunning, shrewd set of fellows; 
and though they don't ride on broomsticks, 
yet do they carry on a flourishing trade in 
brooms with the rest of Brother Jonathan's 
tenants. It must not, however, be sup- 
pressed, that there still remains a knot of 

^"^vnzards, in one of the farms of Yankej- 
land, called the Essex Ju^a, who are un- 
doubtedly the geJUt^ne^escendants of the 

L vntches and the Pow-wowers. 

fThe tenants of these parts are excellent 
good boatmen, as well as great takers of 
codfish and alewives; and their staple com- 
modities are onions and children, which 
i latter abound there exceedingly, by reason 
i of the practice of bundling. These people 
f are also very ingenious in making tin ware, 
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brooms^ cider-brandy, wooden bowls, and I 
tallow candles, which last they make, for J 
the most part, out of hog's lard. 

They pride themselves upon being the 
best informed, and most pious of all Jona- 
than's tenants, because they outbargain 
them all, and stop travellers oil S^ 
di th^ mannSroTTmiaKing ImrgiinsJ uie 
follo^ying story will suffice: ^ 

An Oatland^^^ a tenant of Squire Bull,l 
as'*^ fiafp as a razorji once, rodhe^^ij^to. Jiu^j 
keyl|na^'?SrTKe"Saclc^^*^^^^ had 

wSneyes, a switch tail, shambling sait, 
and marvellous spindle shanks. There 
was hair enough in his fetlocks to stuff a 
sofa, and you might have counted his ribs 
at the distance of half a league, had they 
not been well covered with a coat of mat- 
ted hair, that entirely prevented this dis- 
grace. Our adventurer went on at a mise- 
rable pace, till he came in sight of a neat 
looking tavern, when he clapt spurs to his 
steed, who, with a most desperate effort, 
trotted up to the place in a truly gallant 
manner 

At the gate of the stable-yard stood 
a raw-boned^ lonMided^ ros^-c^eke^ I.- j 
Ij^t-ESTr^ lacl, who seemed ^ping at?6ut 
SiTif ieTia3r "J ust thrust his nose iicitp_th,eL ^ 
world. He wore a light Hfiie linsey wool- j 
r sey coatee, no waistcoat, and a pairofjow 
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ing outgrown them, reached just below the 
calf of his leg; but what thej wanted ia 
length thej made up in breadth, being of 
J. that individual scMrt called bjj|04^^4yi5^^ 
] lion 'ihouflTedr^Bul"^ w most particularly 
L it^ied WiTifrangcr's attention, was a wMte 
hat, which, on account of its having been 
often caught in the rain, had lost its ori- 
giqal outline, and marvellously resembled 
a hay-stack in its shape and colour. 

This figure was leaning over a gate, with 
one hand scratching his head, and support- 
ing his chin with the other, in the true 
style of listlessness and simplicity. Our 
adventurer marked him for his prey, and 
after some conversation, finding he bad a 
horse, offered to0g^\with" him. The 
youth, after thentashion of Yankeyland, 
first asked him what was his name, what 
countryman he was, where h6 came from, 
and wnere he was going; together witil 
other questions whicn these people caaiio 
more help asking, than they can fly. 

Having received satisfaction iu these 
points, they fell to work, and our Oatland- 
er never had tougher work in his life. At 
last, however, a bai^in was struck, and 
he went on his way^dhuckling at biaVing 
taken in gy^ ^^flffll^ft. All at once, how- 
ever, his'Tiorsc i^isted on lying down^ and 
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him mirtKx^awe to the gr»nnd wiib Urn. 
.I'WhUe be wmb staiuliiig oirer hia steeds en- 
deavoiirMigjto pergdade htm by the vigor- 
«ttt.appli€atiQn «f kicking and caffisg, to 
.nftiuji^ wl» skMild come jogging along but 
lue Jm WiAh thehajatack bat, wno aa«iured 
'Umtthat his bone^iRoiild iiifaU9»ly get up 
r^Amx be iygi»ttved of lying down; tnat he 
did not care i»^eat.biai8eiT in this manner 
fltbenro e^t or ten tious a day, and was in 
other reifteotB so good a beast, ihat if he 
'WMdd>g|ive 1dm twentjr doUars tp.jbH^dUuip 1 
^•iSfl^itiMip'lNKk a^inr !<Kir.ittokiess ad- 
.T^nturor was faui to so mounting 

his forflier nesurredtion of dry bones, be 
-made Mat Imt iTIiis way oiii oTiTankegr- 
iand) and not oae of hia^omuitrTmen have 
evnr isineeretwned toseltle ii^ those parts, 

tenams of Yankeyland are cauetr.. 

.This aneodote fiiUy sets forth tba^^sL^L- 
jgd ar unio n of sim8licit7 and koenness 
1 which <diaiaimishes uese pe^ie nrpi^ ail , 
ett|l$r Ihmith,'th^^^ ^iSlihMi^^to 
cGeai with, as I know to my cost; ana he 
iiviM»r||etB> the: better of them in the way of 
) bargainingy most have, his.eyeteeth ontj^and 
jjrisobefore day, I can iell oun. ^ 

^reason of the wpoM^mirrkd and 
singlet fcfiiMe.^ycpf;dinagly . tojfa^ the 
iutmmtsj (yeaniare o1d%ed to swarm, as 



d by Google 



86 

beeliifes do| the ywitig obm IcaTiag tiie 

r-dd hiTe to find room elsewkere* which 

\ they do easy enough, haying a MBgnlar &- 

\ cttltr in bai^ning peook ont of their 

llands. It is obsenred, diat like lecnetai 

it Whererer they light, they Boon clear all 

^^> . pefore them, and driTe away the old aet- 

^ ntlers, whose homely honesty ia no ntatob 

Tor their saperior i$UeUigmee. 

This has especially been the caae in 
those parts of Brother Jonathan's farms 
that were tenanted by those who came of 
the stock of some honest Bellygians, who 
paddled over from the great bo^^neadow 
I spoke of in the first part of this history. 
These were a parcel of iiuliiailrioiia, sober, 
steady, slow-motioned, deliberatiTe, pursy, 
thick-le^d, fonr-^square boys, with fiiees 
^much wider at the bottom than the too, 
j like to the angels that are cut on the old 
{^fashioned head^stones* They, w^e ffireat 
I smokers of tobacco, and walked, woribed, 
deliberated, and slept sometimes with a 
pipe in their mouth. Such was their love 
of this practice, that it is refwrted^Ae 
clerk of a certain parish, not being able.to 
r get any tobacco, did incontinently cut up 
j the bell-rope, which he smoked, to the 
l^ great scuidal of the church. 
r- Mercy presenre us! what work the Y*n- 
L keylanders made among these slow-mo- 
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tioued fellows. In a little time thej would 
evaporate and disappear^ as it were, in 
their own smoke, nobody knew where; like 
the Indians do, when the white pa>ple set "1 
among them and civilize them with brandj* ^ 

Between the tenants of Yankejland uid 
those of Southlands there did exist a deal 
of ai will: this was partly owing io the 
cause I mentioned beHMre, partly to dtfEer- 
ence of manners^ aad customs, Mr tiie for-"! ^ 
Bier abhorred horse-races, cockfig^ts^ and / 
mint'-slings, preferring thereto, apple-bntfi-» 
dy, tea, cucumbers, bundling, and other J ^ 
innocent matters. There were also certain 
interests whkh seemed to cla^ between 
these two-^I mean oertaift petty^ everyday 
interests^ such as lead Httie fellows by the 
liose in opposition to their histing happi* 
ness. 

^ The upshot of all this was^ that let Jonar 
than do what he would, he was sur^J(^,g|^ ^ 
into a scrdpe, and was all his IHe b<^tw^^f|( 
hawit and Duzza^ as tffey say. lfa% 
fSeil^lOne^lie^^was sure to displease the 
other, and never poor fellow's ear burned 
so often; for, F verny belTevei Chere was 
ItiotViainute in tiie twenty ^-four hours that 
he #as not abused by somebody or othen 
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CHAP. XX. 



How Sqmre BidL seeing Jonathan^ sfanm 
atai%i^j^ sevens, takes advamtagt 

Now John Bail> thovgk no conjarcr^ vnkt 

jet not quktt air ApriKftailiand percemngy 

en these ^fcctmomsi, the dmsions among 

Jonathan'^ tenants^ made hSs adraiKasea 

them. He took all oecasions to insult um^ 

eha«ed hts boats whenerer he saw them o» 

ihe miU'pond, and ]aid hold of his rowers, 

making ttiem tarn <mt and come aboard hts 

•wn heals to fiSBist in rowins;, imd handiif 

l^jtbe sails^ i/^h^ther tbejr wonld wr no. 

^ The boatmenj who principally suffered 

\ bj these pranks of Squire Bull, began to 

I grumble at being thus molested in tikeir 

/ affairs, and as iktj lounged about oa the 

I sand -beach scrttdhingtheir hc^ds for want 

\ of something else to do, talked amount 

themselves, how Jonathan was but a saew* 

ing, milksop sort of a fellow, to suffer Us 

boatmen, who were the best tenants k« 

had, and paid more rents than all the rest 

\ of them togethet*, to be treated in sudi aii 

1 unhandsome manner. These fellows were 

nil ways talking about their great rents, 

Tthou^ every body knew whatever they 



d by Google 



89 

paid Jonathan, they took good care to get 
out of the pockets of the other tenants; I 
and if the truth was known, paid no rent 
at all. 

This getting; to Jonathan's ears, he wrote 
oyer once again to BulU to know what he 
meant by such unneighbourly conduct; and 
Bull, in answer, sent him word that he did 
not in least mean to hurt his good friend 
and loTing son Jonathan, but was merely 
doing these things to spite his arch enemy . 
Beau Napperty. Jonathan told him in re- 
ply, that tie did not see the sense of thresh- 
ing Beau Napperty over bis shoulders; 
and what was more, he would not submit 

ther.f^'Btirtniiaving a notion Uiat Jonathan, 
fiol^ithstanding the sound beatins he had 
formerly given him, wanted spunK to op- 
pose him manfully on this occasion, would 
not budge an inch, but told Jonathan, that 
as soon as Beau Napperty behaved himself 
like a gentleman, he would do so too, but 
not before. Jonathan replied, he did not 
care three farthings about Beau Napperty, 
who could do him no harm; and as for its 
being in his power to make him behave 
like a gentleman, that was a job which the 
d-^1 might undertake for all him. Upon 
this Bulf snapped his fingers, and told Jo- 
nathan that be was a most unreasonable 
h2 
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fellow, ind withal ;^,JI*2J1J21S5£l**** *• 
see that his worthyTatTicriwiSrl&brdii^ 
him his proteetion aeainst Bean Napper^ 
whqJ if it was not for him, woaid, in wt 
pTwintling of an eye, come over and beat 
I down Jonathan's fences, burn all his boats, 
|afi(i overran all his farms with Frogmoreadi. 
In short. Brother Jonathan ought to hal^ 
sense enough to see that he was acting ^ 
part of a loving parent, who chastiaes his 
^ children not out of anger, but putt affec- 
tion. 

*^ Plague take such fatherly kindness^" 
auoth Jonathan; ** this old dad of mine, I 
(Toresee, will never be content till he gets 
^he whole neighbourhood about his ttrs. 
Tiere now is he without a sincere friend or 
relation in the world thkt can help blii 
along, except myself; and yet do I fiwra- 
see that he will oblige me to turn against 
him with the rest. Well, if I ietnst, I 
must." And shrugging up his shoulders, 
he went in search of his precious Hb> <o 
whom he communicated Bull's conduct. 
Madam, as usual, beean to call the Squire 
names; after which she abtrsed poor JonoL- 
than, and finally, making a sudden turn, 
fell upon Beau Napperty, and scored Mte 
at such a rate, that if the poor Beau \mA 
heard her, he would have been mad enough, 
1 warrant you. 
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Wken she had talked herself into an un« 
ttltenlMe Pf^, and for that reason held her 
tongue, Jonathan undertook to sound her. 
aDimtt latkmg meaaujasa^toUtdng e ld Squire 
SftUj^UfiOSaaJ He told her thaS Ke hSr^ 
fkied tM peaceable means to right himself, j 
/ atid had et«ti gone to law, but all in Tain; \ 
1 9,tkdt that things had now come to that pass, i 
I that he must either give up his right to sail \ 
I boots en the great mill-pond, or let his v 
/ rowers defend themselves when they were \ 
\ tocOestedbT 

* 8io5jTielnwm3ea to bare a bout with very 
soon, provided he did not mend his man- 

»era^ - — ^ . „ _^ ^Q^^i 

He mentioned, that he thought, witR 
great submission, as both he and Squirel ', 
•Bnll were rich fellows, and had been at| ^"'^"''^^^ 
grammar school, it would not be becoming ^ 
fn them to fight rough and tumble, like the : 
tenants, but wjj^ sword and pistol, like 
ff^tiemeg^l lie therefi>re thought, in case 
ne^cKall^nffed Bull, as he supposed he 
ahould be ooliged to do, he ought to be de- 
^cently dressed on the occasion. J'fow hlTj 
/r^ifeeSlaTsT^which he wore when he was ) 
I in the militia, were all moth-eaten for/ 
t want of use$ that he wanted a new sword: 
I and piatols, as well as a cocked hj|lefj|} 
\^^^ skcji^Jike Beau,N 
^wS^gmSg to turn out with so respectable 
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a man as Squire BuU^he thought be oog^t 
to look like a gentleman, and do credit to 
his breeding. 

For this purpose, as he was somewhat 
scant of money, he thought, if mad^m 
pleased, he would make bold to raise Ijbe, 
rents of the tenants a little; for poor Jo- 
nathan, by his marriage articles, was obU- 
j^ to his wife for spending money, and, 
m fact, could do nothing without her con- 
sent So completely was he tied up, that 
if any one tweaked his nose, or boxed his 
ears, he was obliged, Wfore he could re- 
sent it, to go home and ask the consent of 
his wife. 

Women are noted for modera^on in 
every thin^, more especially in usiog that 
power wliich, by the articles of peUicoat 

Svernment, is ceded to them. T^ius it 
red with Jonathan, who, though a fellow 
of the greatest landed estate in that part 
of the world, was forced tc^ijgt$]|jMQyH^f 
continually in his little expenses, ai^ al- 
ways was worse dressed on Sundays and 
holidays than any of his nei^bours, by rea* 
son of his wjfe^s^b^jQgjtPJSlW^ "^bpugb^ 
if the truth must betoldi she was an ^tra* 
vagant hussy herself, and spent mofe ia 
one week than Jonathan did, in a wIiqU 
year. They had matiy squabbles a^boot 
this, but madam had the law on her sidei 
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and was always backed by the tenants, 
because she had' managed t^ make them 
believe she was the best friend they had 
ia.theMrorld* 

When Jonathan talked about raising the 
rents of his. titnants a litde, that he might 
be in a condition to fight John Bull, my 
lady, after a mighty deal of chattering and 

refused her<^ consent, under pretence that 
t^e poiH? tenants wer« already pressed 
diown with such. hig)i rents that tneyioould 
haf^ly keep soul and body tc^ether, poor 
seulsd TheB she pretended to be so af-' 
feoted that she took out her handkerchief, 
and wiped 1^ eye^itUl they looked a8tre4 
ft^iC she had Beea cryingp. Ml this shie^> 
diJd« to impose upon the tenadta^ who, she, 
wasf afraid, would exercise their privilege 
ot diKrorcing her from Jonathan, and choos- 

' in^ liitti' another wife, if she consented to 
rftift^ their rents. 

She, however, told Jonafthan, that if he 
c^uld borrow the money from the tenants, 
she would join in security with him, and 

: take care that the interef^t should be paid. . 
J^dnJPkttfa^ liked this way of getting the mo- 
no^ well enough, tor he knew thatt it came 
neaf]^ to^ the same thing as raising the 
ren<s^ for onci asi well as the other must 
sA last com e out of tile tenants' pockets. ; 
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CHAP. Jffil. 



How Jonathan's rich tenants showed km 
the whites of their eyes when he sent to 
borrow money ^ because he did not offer 
interest enough. 

Whrn Jonathan sent round to his rich 
tenants to see if he could borrow a few 
thousands, oflTering them to pled^ his 
farms for the payment, it was curious to 
hear the excuses they made, and the shifts 
they put on . One had just before laid out 
all his ready money in purchasing stock 
for his farm. Another had just lent it out 
on mortgage, and a third had just the day 
before parted Mrith all the cash he couM 
scrape together, to a friend in great dis- 
tress: but the truth was, he had putit ij| 
f^the hands of a shaver, as thejr called mm] 
\ down at oHe oTthe great landings, who bad 
i placed it out at two per cent a month. 
»^All, however, lamented he had not sent a 
little sooner, as they would rather * tmgt 
him than any other man in the world. 

But the most curious thing of alU was 
the ungrateful Qpnduct of Ht^eLbi^aipuj^ for 
wITose sake, in a great measure, Jonathm 
was about to quarrel with his old fath^« 
They, forsooth, had for a long while back 
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disliked J^nathao's m^nnersf thaj saw he 
was ao friend of theirst but always was 
doing them an ill turn whenever it lay in 
his power; they knew well enoodi this 
quarrel was all Bean Napperty's doings^ 
and a^ for John fiull, though be did to be 
sure meddle with their boats^ and tweak 
their noses as often as he caught them 
squinting towards Frogmore, vet for all 
that he was an honest old fellow; and 
therefore they could ,not think of lending 
money to enable Jonathan to trouble him 
now in his old age. Every body, however, 
saw through these pretences, and were well 
enoueh convinced, that/although they real- 

anflrToveJofin, yetlBat^tliTrMS n'^^ 
teaV cause of their refusing to lend their 
money« The truth was, Jonathan offered 
too low an inter^^t; if he had given them 1 
tSE^rJfc^fs per | 

got all they had m the world. ^ J 

After all these excuses, Jonathan, some 
how or other, got money enough to put 
himself in son^e sort of dec.e^ttrim, and 
beinff now thoroughly angry at Bull, who 
continued to wrong and insult him where- 
ev^r he went, he determined immediately 
to. ^end him a challenge, provided his wii^ 
would consent 

]n order to bring the good lady round, 
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knowing allwomen arc ftaturallyfand tf a 
soldier, he forthwith brushed up aU old 
smt'of regimentiils, which ^lad 'fain at the 
bottom of a trunk' for several years, pur- 
chased an amazing long rusty sword, ;tttlh 
ti hilt as large as a bushfel basket, atid a 
• worm-eaten cj^rtridgc boxf carried*iii . Innc 
immemorial byaMessiawcorporiilj'ln whith 
the said corporal usedtO'pUt'hi«'jlij][e,l^lfi8 
tobacco pouch, and his ^nday whiikcrs. 
Finally, ne bought one of those cocked hiits 
usually called seventy-stxersj^frdm having 
been in fashionH^fl^uTthat^tjme. It was 
|i[Ha5Fd~8bmewKarilKe"aie*'T a 

^pickaxe, and from some appearance which 
it exhibited in the inside, where tiie^ 'lining 
.was a little torn, you cou!d't6ll,'wllh:a to- 
lerable degree of certainty, *tfaat 'iii^its pii- 
mitive Institution it had been a bla^liat 
-*^hw-ili«^ire'dtfp^ar^ffiT^ 
a huge pair of black whi|ke|^,tbat^jn)5|^y 
covered his' whole mu2izl e, and drawiiigton 
his military boots, that sat as tight' as his 
skin, he having outgrown them, he, as cBd 
every thing else, strutteJd towards ttc 
apartm:ent where his lady usually Spctlt'her 
mornings. Almost the*first step'he maHe 
r he tumbled on hts utise, by reasim oiF fci» 
\ great sword getting betwixt his' legs, ds H 
^ usual with raw recruijs.* Upoti nil^, he 
thought it beSftoTay aside his sWord for. 
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the present^ sq he hung it up carefully, 
and proceeded without it towaras his wife's ^ , 
scolding rootn^ as it was called from its be- ^ "^ ^ 
ing the place she usually retired to in or- 
der to vent her eloquence. 

When she saw Jonathan thus equipped, 
she began to {aHgh-JAJf fthfi had th^hj^tac^ 
ri£9, and wpnaered what had got into the 
nmn. Jonathan was a little n^|led at this, 
for he expected to be hugelyacTmired for 
his warlike appearance; He forthwith, 
without any roundabout, asked her once 
for all, whether she would consent to his 
sending Bull a challenge? 

]V{4dam ati$wered as follows: 

<< Fou challenge Squire Bull, you mise- 
rahle i3jJLlJc-aiid-water, lath-and-plaster 
^Ili^ijlT You, that have never handled a 
pistol in your whole life, and whose sword 
IS so rusty that yoa can't draw it out of 
the scabbard for the life of you! Only look 
at the felloW)" continued she, turning him 
round and round, in a jeering way — "only 
ioolf; at him! iJjook at that gallant cocked 
hat with a little feather in it, that Looks for 
all the ^orld like a. paint brush — and those 
whiskers!, . Heaven preserve us! why thou 
lopk^Pt Jike n, very devil incarnate." 1 
, I ■. ■ > ■ ^ 
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Then changing her tone she began to 
rate him after this fashion: 

*'Tcll me, thou heart ofcork, soulj)/ jt 
half^sjarved tailor, anSTbrain^fpoC^cKeese, 
wRat wilfyou do when Butl^ioasTus^oaSs 
over to (plunder your farms, burn your 
barns and houses, aiid drive your boats 
high and dry ashore? J I warrant you'll cut 
a great dash with tnat clumsy figure of 
your's, tha<(]fiuge mass of flesh without any 
bone or sinew.J Get about thy business, I 
say, Jonathan — put on your eye^daj^ smt 
of homesrguii, an3 JToiPt lei me near any 
tSirig more about your challenging Squire 
Bull." 

Any man but Jonathan would have gone 
hear to turn her out of the house for this; 
but Jonathan had a better way of managing 
matters, and knew, by long experience, 
how to deal with his precious rib. He knew 
there were certain arguments, which, when 
pproperly urged, no wife can resist. So he 
went and cautiously locked the doors, and 
^ 1 closed the shutters in the most careful man- 
Uner. What method he pursued afterwards, 
I, being a bachelor, and ignorant of these 
^ '^, matters, cann^ tell. All I know is, that 
f^ v^ ^^' ^the effect was truly wonderful. The teii- 
t ^^.^ der pair came forth perfectly reconciledi 
"^ ^ th^e lady^bangijag on lonatban'a a«n4a-4i« 
most loving manner, and, chucking him 
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under the chin, declared he was a right 
Taliant swordsman, and might fight with 
Bull when he pleased. 



CHAP. XXII. 

How Jonathan sent John Bull a great chal* 
lengt; and how name of Jonathan's over- 
seers put up their sneaf^i^rsj and wouldn't 

toe tmnwrnr-''''^^^'"^ *"*'***" 

Jonathan having at last persuaded his 
wife to let him have a bout with John Bull, 

fathered himself together, and wrote the 
quire a mortal defiance; in which, though 
he did not call him a rascal outright, he 
pretty plainly let him see he thought him 
one. He told how Bull had for a long time 
been trespassing on his propertjj how he 
had often thrown stones at his boats, and ; 
kidnapped his boatmen; how he had taken , 
away his boats over to Bullock-manor, \ 
where he sold them as his own property, 1 
and put the money in his pockets, which^ 
was being no better than a pirate; how he, 
Jonathan, had tried first to reason with 
him, and finding that would not do, had 
gone to law for damages; but he might as 
well have gone to the d— I for justice, see- 
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ing thaycurvxMlOKyJblJltiae^ woiild 

do any .thing John told him, ind^ mi y frlf p V ^ 
wasrwhiteanjr time. He broke off bj »a^- 
mgTtikat since all christian means had fail- 
ed him, and things had now come to such 
a pass, that he must either give up his right 
to the use of the niill-p6nd, or defend it 
with might and main; he gave Bull fair no- 
tice that he and his tenants meaAt, thence« 
forward, to trj what the great statute of 
6lnb-law would do for them. Let Bquire 
Bull then come out like a ihan and fi|;bt 
him in fair battle if he dared. Then gjytRS 
notice to his tenants, jind especitdljljis 
bbafmen and ro wei|, to keep a^sharp^ Igq^ 
o^t, and nolTel JoRn^s tenant insviTt l^em 
any m6re without having a bout with them, 
he forthwith equipt him for his encounter 
with Bull, who he expected would bt 9^ 
him in a httjpry. 

I ought to have told you, but it slipt my 
memory, that Bull and Brother Jonatlum, 
being boij^ independent freeholdeff ♦ and 
among the quality of the neighbottrhood, 
did hold themselves pretty high fellows 
abroad, though at home they were botii 
most villanously henpecked. They tliere^ 
fore took great state upon themselves; and 
whenever they went out to fight, used to 
have their overseers and a great many of 
their tenants to keep them in counteaance, 
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and see fair play; or^ in plain En^ish, 
thjough they had no quarrel, to break each 
others heads^injmitation of their BeHers. 
""^JonalRan expTectiiig Ihat BlSllr^S sowras 
he got his letter, would be down upon him 
ii^^^ S ^?H?-.^.%-^ forthwith put on his red \ 
WeecJieS^^ckitii on his great rusty sword, \ 
which was more like a sithe than any thing 
else, stuck a pair of mighty horse pistols 
into his waistband, and took the field with 
a bloody intention of either sending the 
Squire to kingdom come, or of drubbing 
him into ajglimpse of his senses at least. 
ThoseTwho remember JonatKau iii Kis fight- 
ing trim, say that such another queer 
was not to be seen every day* HeT* 
gered along with his toes in instead of out ^ 
— :was forced to chalk his feet to tell right 1 
from left — put his pickaxe hat on hind part 
before, and tumbled plump on his nose ten 3 
times a da^, by reason of his great broad t^ 
sword setting between his legs, in spite of 
his teeth. Yet, for all this, when he drew 
his sword, which he did with a good deal 
of tugging, it was so rusty, and began 
to flourish it over his head, there was 
something in the manner he did it, and 
such fire in his eye, as made every body 
that saw him say, he would be a tough mor- 
sel for old Squire Bull. 
Jonathan, that he might appear in the 
I 2 
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field as became one of his estate, sent 
round to his overseers in Ae diflferent farms 
to put on tiieir training stiits, and come to 
him. A great many of these fnty fellows , 
who had before pretended -a ^i^&t friend- 
ship for him, instead of setting forth at 
once, went to work very busily rummaging 
old parchments, to see whether by the te- 
nure of their farms they were obliged to 
attend on Jonathan. Others were so n-ight- 
ened at the very thought of looking the 
sturdy John BuU, who was a sort of scare- 
crow, TnltKe jface^ flTey sfioojptke 
sitvefr, and began to saj„ their prayewas 
loud as 'they could balTQO. Others nadroe 
impudence to send him word, that though 
in truth they must say he had reason enough 
to fight Bull, yet being such a young laS, 
as it were, they thought he was a great 
fool, and as when one man is not a full 
match for another, the weaker he is the 
better for his bones, they would leave him 
to himself, in hopes he would come to his 
senses the sooner. They also told him they 
were the best friends he had in the world, 
and would prove it whenever he did just 
as they pleased, and did not want their as- 
sistance. Others, who were fellows after 
imv own heart, turned out at once with a 
I full intention to stand or fall with honest 
[^Jonathan, right or wrong. They were not 
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such shill-I-shall-I rogues as to stop to in- 
quire who had the best of the dispute, but, 
like honest blades, decided at once to fight 
' first, and inquire into the right and the 
wrong of the matter when thej were at 
leisure. v^ 

The sneaksby overseers were mostly 
those of^tBelflinkTjiran^^^^ jA''m?> w^^i ^s 
well as tRe tenants under them, had be- 
fore this behaved themselves like orderly 
fellows enough, only they thought, becjttfsiel 
a great many of them could read and write, | 
and even get through a sum in addition, \ 
they oug^^UoJ^^iJJlJUlto^ 
nose./Tiifoct they prided themselves migh- 
tily on their learning, thotigh 1 could never 
find they were more honest or sensible 
than their neighbours, with all their great 
boastings. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

Of the behaviour of the tenants when they 
heard what Jonathan had done; and how 
the boatmen grumbled at him for doing 
what they h(id wanted him to do a long 
time before^ a9 they put forth. 

When the tenants got news of Jonathan 
havine defied Squire Bull, though thej had 
for a long time been calling him a sneak 
for putting up with John's insults, jet did 
they now fall into notable disputes, and 
many of them sing to another tune. They 
stopt in the fields Trom their work to ar- 
guefy, and left their farms at sixes and 
sfeveBs to^o to the taverns and beef ]|b'dsSi 
afidjget at the why and wlicrelorc^of fiic 
matter. It was a rare sight to see these 
fellows with a sliM or a glas^ i?^ SygL,^' 
fore them, one loblung wiseftHanlheot&er, 
and giving it as his opinion, that Jonathan 
ought to have quarrelled with Beau Nap- 
perty as well as Squire Bull, because that 
would have shown, as clear as preaching, 
that he had no improper liking to the Beau. 
Another would make bold to say, he ought 
to have had a tiff with Beau Nappertj, and 
let Squire Bull alone; because as how the 
Squire was, as a body might say, afl^jw<>" 
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c^t^as.s^Wj^^t n^dlk. A third was morally 
certain that Jonathan ought to have stood 
with his hands in his pockets like a wise 
•man^ and not minded what such low fel- 
lows said or did to him. 

There was no end to the talk about this 
^ffiilr^ and everywhere at the^tayerg^, 
blacksmiths' shops, and on Sundays at the 
chjO^H3§<>]^si you might see fellows whb 
wbutdpoint out two ways, directly oppo- 
fite to each other, ^ithfer of which Jonathan 
might have traveled with perfect safety. 
Naj, such was the^ singular inmrovement' 
which suddenly came upon peopie^s minds,: 
that miserable vi&rlets might be seen, wbo,| 
iliough they did not know that poiatoesl 
<)ught to be planted in the iiilling of the) ^ 
moon-, norwnen rt was harvest tim€, ex-l 
cept by t^e almanac, did all at oncfe grow\ 
so knowing, that they got to know Jona- \ 
than's affsurs better tiian he did himself. J 

But the^ggj(ij|«fi beat all the other te- 
nants hollow Jn their tufta^out Jonathan. 
As ihey sat sunning themselves along the 
shores of the mill-pond, and beheld their Tf 
boats lying useless on the beach, and their | 
seams wide open, so that you could put | 
-your Angers in them, they used to get so i 
angry, Siat they hardly knew what to do. j 
with themselves, or who to lay the blame ( 
upon. At length, with one voice, they 



d by Google 



106 

cried out that it was all Jonathan's fault; 
and some of the most enlightened boatmen, 
who could take lunar obserrations, and 
tell which way the wind blew bj onlj loek- 
iDg at the compass, proved it after thu 
manner: 

In the first place, Jonathan had no busi- 
ness to set so great with Beau Napperty; 
for that ne was very great with him was so 
plain, that nobody ever thought of giving a 
single, good reason for believme it. A maa 
to be sure has a right to choose nis friends; 
that is, all men except jour landlords, who 
have no bunness to like any body that 
Squire Bull dislikes. Then Jonathan was 
to blame — ^because, in the first place, he 
did not resent Bull's insults, and take bet- 
ter care of their boats; and he was still 
more to blame for refusing to be on good 
terms with Bull, who was one of the best 
boatmen in the world. Lastly, it was all 
Jonathan's fault — because, in the first 
pbice, he did not challenge Bull long before; 
and in the second place, he challenged lam 
at all. 

This strange talk thev got from some 
fknowing schoolmasters <^p'>*oW"^^,¥y- 
I tha's Vineyard, who had learned their lo- 
i gtffo^lEoif STtworth's spelluo^^jidok; or maj- 
jhap, out oTHqah .Weoster's, which we all 
have he^i;4J^ These fellows neglected 
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their BchooIS) left the doors wide open, and 
went about among the tenants, trying to 
convince them that all their troubles and 
difficulties arose from Jonathan's great lik- 
ing for Beau Nappertj, and his unnatural 
dislike to bein^ tweaked by the nose, even 
by his own father. T^jejtenanis of these 
parts, as I said before, are a cutt set, who *1 
kno w ho w toj-e^lM.4 jy:rite,,JMs^pnion8^ \ 
8wqp norses^nd make excellent^ Ji^-wi^ J 
afllSTwoq^Sn^ffitft^^^^^*^^^ hc- 

Ifeveff ail this to Inb gospel, especially when 
the parson of the parish of Oniqno set to 
work and preached a long sermon, m which, 
instead of telling them of the excellence of 
the christian religion, the beauty of holi- 
ness, and the necessity of doing good^ he 
fell to work and told them that Jonathan 
and all his friends were such a herd of 
vncked rogues, that so far from having any 
chance of getting to heaven, they were not 
fit to live upon earth; j^yi^jpgtnem, at the 
same time, to keep the ten commandfPjegdtSy 
and^hate n^Ktqu^^ like @od 

cKr^SSs.^ This sermon had great effect 
ontne tenants; though there were not a few 
people that liked Jonathan as little as the 
parson did, who thought that a man whose 
oath of consecration obliged him. to be the 
advocate of charity and brotherly love, did 
little credit to his sacred function, when 
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he made use of that iBflaence which his 
station gave him, for the purpose of sow- 
ing ill will and dissensions among his flock. 
But the tenants who, as was generally 
the case, made the most rout when thej 
heard of Brother Jonathan's having chal- 
^ ^ ^ kl lenged John Bull, were those of the farm 

^^ '^ V^ ^^ ?5S[iS!®l5j^5*^' ^ ^*^*^® barren place that 
\s' ^^' " Jonathan hlicTbought of j^n d^ Ift^lio^Jpr 
fiftjT fathom of white beaff^ One would 
Bave tfiougKi, fb^h^arffi^ talk, that they 
were to fight Jonathan's battle, and pay 
[the piper, all alone l^y tliemsej^. They 
• threatened to taTce the farm away from Jo- 
: n^lhan, though in fact it was such a mean 
i spot of ground and paid so little rent, that 
[he would hardly have missed it 
_ I have for the most part found, that the 
f^ore diminutive the man, the more frac- 
. < "-^-^^tious and irritable he will be. A little 
I dwarf of four feet high, will fly into a fury 
\ai what a well grown person, conscious of 
f the dignitj^ and strength of manhood, would 
*^ass by without notice. Moreover, to re- 
duce the comparison to some sort of level 
with the subject, you will always find that 
a little shaggy lap-dog, a pus, or a. half 
blind puppy, will grin apd ye^, and fly 
about this way and that, in a great passion, 
if you point you finger at him; whereas an 
honest maj^if w|ll m pleased at this mark 
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of your at^ntion. Thialnritabiliij in dmaU 
aniBials, arisea, I think, from their being 
weak, and knowing that they are 80| they 
make a ^reat show and noise to dis^ise 
their fears and their weakness, and' it it 
doubtless owing to this cause, that the lit- 
tle farm ofRogue's Island wm 
aBdrHoisy. 

"The people in the great farms of the 
Middlelands agreed mostly to stand by Jo- 
nathan. Some of them, indeed, shrugged 
up their shoulders and looked wise, but 
they thought it would be a mean trick to 
leave fheir landlord in ihe Ijirch, as the 
T^^yKaffftOl^.l^ ii'^^^^^ the tenants 
orHlMlelanSs t^^ to say, that they 

were among the best tenants Jonathan had, 
being a set of honest, sober, hard-workine 
fellows, who were well to do in the worl^ 
and did not fly into a passion as your poor 
knaves do, when Jonathan hapnenea to 
pass them without pulling off his iiat, ask- 
ing after the health of their brats, and how 
times went with them. 

These sound-hearted Ijudswei^rft..^^ 
deal more litely to come off by th^ tee 
shore in this quarr,^ than die Yankey- 
landei-s, wfiosc bnsiness.lay mostly in tm- 
ware,_ which thej . cajrtcd dgif b; ^^^to^ 
Sou3i!anderibylahC&nn^g back acar- 

K 
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go of old iron and reathera. A eood maMy 
M ihese tenants of Middlelands thoudit 
Jonathan had been a little too hastj, but 
what of l^t? Under his mild protection 
they had been a hundred times ^better off 
tiian Bull's or Beau Nappertj's people, 
and they held it a slippery trick to desert 
him, now he was ^ing to loggerheads 
witii such a mortal stout fellow as John 
Bull. . 



CHAP. XXIV. 

How John Bull was a little stumped when 
he saw Jonathan's challenge, and how 
the ^Id fellow got the blue devils out- 
right when his boats were beat by Jona- 
than's» 

When Squire Bull got Brother Jona- 
than's challenge, he was more astonish^ 
than he had been in a great while. He was 
so used to put upon Jonathan, that he had 
cdme at last to think he might insult him 
whenever he pleased. His hangers-on, too, 
had all along told him he might do just as 
he liked, for Jonathan was so horribly afraid 
of him he would never bring himself to re- 
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sent it^ because he was tIie|Teatest skulker 
in all the nejghbSuHiQQijr^J^^ sent word 
to his wifeV^o had gone to the chapel, not 
to pray but to talk, lettii^ her know what 
haoi turned up. Mrs. mil, who had a 
mightj dislike to poor Jonathan, was ex- 
ceedingly tickled at the news, and forth- 
with drew upon the poor tenants for money 
to furnish sails and QMS fpi* M^ boats. The 
tenants, who because they had chosen this 
wife of Bull's to take care of their inte- 
rests at the manor house, took it for grant- 
ed she did so, launched out their money, 
though with many wry faces, for Bull had 
half a dozen quarrels on his hands already, 
and they tiiought a reasonable man might 
be satisfied with them, r 

The Squire having by far the most boats,^ 
resolved, in the first place, before he went 
over to meet Jonathan, whom he swore he 
would make daylisht shine through, to 
i^cour the mill-pond, and get a sweep at 
Job^athan's boats. Jonathan, who was a 
prettyleeen lad, suspected this would be 
the way, and sent out some of his best 
boats with orders that the hardest should 
fend olSJ^'as' {he rowers say. The first thing 
BtnriTeara was that several of his boats, 
on trj^ing to seize Jonathan's, had got most 
bitterly bethumped. This he swore was 
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all a lie, bat some of hit rowera coming 
home with bloLok J^s and broken headp^ 

6 It die ^ioTY out of d^Kibt, whereupon iHbaa 
U into a nt of the bluejdeT|l8, to wMch 
hewais vBryBubgeci.' At first he moped 
rind moped about the house with his hands 
in hii oreeches pockets, and would 8t<^ 
, for a whole hour and look at the fire^ as if 
'; he didn't know where he was^ so that it 
was feared he would tuck himself up some 
- rainy day* that being a sort of family com- 
n^laint. Well, this lasted some days, and 
^len he grew as jour as vinegar, growled 
like a bear with a scaldheacf? and threat* 
ened to kick all tiis oTerseers into the mill- 
pond. He swore he would look into this 
matter himself, to see what was the reason 
of all this. 
<^ If I can onl;^ find out the reason, md 
- all that sort of thing," quoth John, *' I sKBl 
be easy. But I must be Miuged with a 
good reason, or damme I'llknow tFe rea- 
son why." The overseers and han^era-on 
bqgan to shi^e in their shoes at this, and 
saw that they would be turneAjm i-of door^ 
neck and heel s if they did not lay the mag - 
got in the ^uire Vhead with a good rea- 
d*Wir So they"¥ent an old carpenter to tell 
J(^n, that Jonathan's boats were at least 
six inches longer, and three inches broader 
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than his, therefore they might well get the] 
better of them. 

Finding this made a great impression on 
John^ they followed it up, and swore that 
Jonathatr^ but 

^H^^^ejr^cirs, ancTwhat was more Aiost ^ 
olTKeserowers were his own tenantsywho, ^ 
thouffh the most faithful fellows in the 
world, and very much attached to him, 
were always running^awajrw^e^jthey could 
gerT"'€!^n cer" Tfwas no wonder, then, 
that he ^ul4jyjfe;J3^ilt,5!rith his own cud- 1 
gel^ rfiis exposition put the SqurriTto a 4 
n<mplus, and bothered his brain more than 
any thing he had ever heard. He took his 
ivory-headed cane, to which he always ap- 
plied in cases of great puzzle, and putting 
it to his nose, pondered in this way: **If 

fmy boats are handled in this manner by my 
own rowersj^andallthat sort of thi{|£, hpw 
comes it to pSs they^^^lg^ *1 

for JohlKFii^TKanrtoF^^ This was get- -^ 
tinjg T)etween two stone walls, out of which 
John could not budge for the soul of him. 
So the Squire placed himself in his arm 
chair, called for a pot of strong beer, and 
pursued his subject till he fell fast asleep. 
When he woke up they gal averj^dhjpi with 
a story of a great rising oT^eau Napper- 
ty's tenants, stuck up a parcel of candles 
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in his windows^ ny^.the bojs cracl^ejra t<t 
TOt13#t5 pleasejjohn, and thus tickled the 
old fellow into the best humour in the 
world. The rogues then laughed in their 
sleeyes as usual, and one of them told the 
others in a whisper, ** Only throw Johnnj 

fa tub, and like a whale he'll play with it 

I till the boat is out of sight." 



FINIS. 
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